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NATIONAL
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Dr. Frank 
De Frank 

Buon giorno a tutti! We at UNICO Na-
tional hope and pray that all of our mem-
bers, families, and friends continue to 
abide by the CDC mask/handwashing/so-
cial-distancing guidelines, are consider-
ing getting the Covid vaccine, and thusly 
staying healthy as (hopefully) this crazy 
coronavirus pandemic wanes. As more 
people are vaccinated and the weather 
improves, we expect that chapters and 
districts will slowly be able to resume 
in-person meetings (perhaps outside) 
and eventually things will get back to 
some semblance of normalcy. As you are 
aware, our 2021 UNICO National Conven-
tion will be held July 26-July 28, 2021 at 
the Sheraton Parsippany Hotel in Parsip-
pany, New Jersey. Zoom meetings have 
carried us through the pandemic, but 
nothing beats the comradery and unity 
of “face-to-face” business and pleasure! 
Looking forward to the Convention!!

UNICO National continues to work 
with our local Chapters, other Italian 
American Organizations, and even in-
dividual Italian Americans to preserve 
and perpetuate our Italian heritage and 
to ensure that Columbus Day, Columbus 
statues, and our precious heritage are 
respected and celebrated! On Feb. 20, 
the Conference of Presidents of Major 
Italian American Organizations hosted 
the First-Ever National Italian American 
Summit Meeting via Zoom, which was at-
tended by 354 participants. Six national 
committees were established and have 
begun meeting. UNICO National is one of 
the five major Italian American organiza-
tions involved in both the Conference of 
Presidents and the National Columbus 
Educational Foundation.

If you wish to review factual historical 
information on Christopher Columbus, 

check out the UNICO National website 
and the National Columbus Educational 
Foundation site, knowcolumbus.org. 
However, please remember that preser-
vation of our Italian heritage begins at 
home! We can all contribute. Let’s get 
our passion back: “skills are cheap; pas-
sion is priceless!”

Progress of our joint project with the 
New Jersey Italian Heritage Commission 
to produce video presentations for Chap-
ter use has been slowed by the coronavi-
rus. We are still pushing forward!

March has been a busy month for 
UNICO National business. Various phone 
and Zoom meetings (VP’s, National com-
mittees, UNICO Foundation, Executive 
Committee, etc.) were held in prepara-
tion for the UNICO National Board of Di-
rectors Meeting, convened via Zoom on 
March 20. Highlights are as follows:

• The UNICO Foundation trustees 
approved a pledge of $50,000 (from the 
21st Century Fund) of $10,000 per year 
for 5 years to support the new Italian 
American Museum in Little Italy, New 
York City. A presentation from the mu-
seum director is being planned for the 
upcoming Convention in July. 

• The Board of Directors approved 
a “Friends of UNICO” fundraiser program 
for non-members who wish to donate to 
our National organization. They will re-
ceive gifts of appreciation such as a mag-
net, subscription to ComUNICO, etc.

• The Board appropriated funds 
for an external consultant to facilitate 
fundraising/expansion/development- 
pending review and final approval of a 
revised proposal and contract.

• The Executive Committee and 
the Board of Directors will support an 
amendment to be voted on by the gen-
eral membership at the upcoming con-
vention regarding modification of the 
Board structure.

• Convention Chairperson eligibil-
ity was shortened from an interval of 6 
years down to 3 years.

• Reformation of a 100th Year An-
niversary Celebration Committee- look-
ing for volunteers!

• And finally, a firm commitment 

of unity and cooperation from both 
UNICO National and the UNICO Foun-
dation, now under the leadership of the 
new President/Chairman Chris DiMattio.

Work continues on a review of Can-
cer Fund options for fundraising and dis-
tribution of grants. There are ongoing 
current discussions with a potential “no-
table” donor. Stay tuned!

Once again, we ask that everyone 
keep in their thoughts and prayers our 
family, friends, and UNICO members who 
are ill or who have passed away. In Janu-
ary we lost one of our esteemed Past Na-
tional Presidents, John Alati. John was so 
many things to so many people - friend, 
colleague, mentor, leader. His passion 
and dedication to his family, UNICO, and 
the entire Italian American community 
was unmatched.

I will end this with my standard last 
thoughts! As always, it is an honor, priv-
ilege, and a blessing to serve as your 
National President and Cancer Research 
and Prevention Committee Chairman. 
Thank you for all you do for UNICO, your 
local communities, and Italian Americans 
everywhere. UNICO National will emerge 
from this pandemic a stronger, more 
powerful organization as we all concen-
trate on our dual mission of “service 
above self” (charity) and preserving our 
Italian heritage!  Remember: “Don’t look 
back, you’re not going that way!” Molte 
grazie e Dio vi benedica!
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Ciao everyone. By the time you read 
this, and hopefully you do read every is-
sue and article in our ComUNICO Maga-
zine, our March Mid-Year Board meeting 
will have happened. Which means that 
the next big event is our 98th Annual 
Convention. I am looking forward to it. 
Sadly, the venue for the original conven-
tion site needed to be canceled due to 
the pandemic. As most know, it was to be 
at the Sanibel Harbour Beach Marriott in 
Fort Myers, FL. But we as Unicans must 
keep moving forward. In this issue there 
should be the registration forms for your 
98th convention, which will be held at 
the Sheraton Parsippany in New Jersey 
(formerly the Tara). It is also a Marriott 
site and I heard that you might be able to 
use your Marriott points.

On my way to being your next UNICO 
National President, and in the upcom-
ing months, I will be contacting some of 
you to see if you would like to step up 
and serve on, or chair, one of the UNI-
CO National committees. You can always 
also reach out to me as well, as I would 
not want to overlook anyone. I will take 
everyone into consideration. My phone 
number is in the UNICO Directory and 
I am available pretty much any time of 
day.

On another note, thank God for tech-
nology where we can, and as most have 
been doing, meet at our own local chap-
ter, district, and even national levels. Al-
ways remember that we are still strong, 
and we will survive, just as our past Ital-
ian family generations have been doing 
since they first came over here from It-
aly. We must stay United, be Neighborly, 
have Integrity, be Charitable, and give 
others Opportunity. Hopefully I will see 
you at the Convention!

FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Dr. Peter 
Pettinato

EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Steve Pelonero

SECOND VICE
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Cav. Ralph A. 
Contini 

In the northeast it was a real old-fash-
ioned winter. It was certainly cold and the 
snow that didn’t fall last year dropped 
out of the sky with a vengeance. But 
now it’s April. Spring is in the air, Eas-
ter is upon us, and we’ve got definitive 
reasons to hope we’re emerging from a 
long, dark tunnel.

We just wrapped up the second (and 
hopefully last) virtual Mid Year Board 
Meeting. Although we weren’t able to 
trade winter’s final few days for some 
time in the sun, we still accomplished 
what was necessary. Over the course 
of several hours, our budgets were 
reviewed and revised; we discussed 
amendments to our constitution and 
chartered our course for the coming 
months with an eye on the coming years. 
It would have been nice to share an adult 
beverage or two in the hotel bar like the 
good old days but, alas, that was not to 
be – yet.

Now shortly on the heels of these 
accomplishments, it’s finally happened. 
The announcement for which we’ve 
waited far too long has finally come. The 
UNICO National Convention is on!  Please 
plan to gather with us in Parsippany, NJ 
at the end of July. Not only will we con-
duct important UNICO business, it will 
be a family reunion of sorts. We’ve been 
kept apart for a very long time; it will be 
good to gather together once again. We 
can advance UNICO’s cause and catch up 
on what we’ve missed. Perhaps we can 
also have that adult beverage (or two) 
that eluded us at the Mid Year. I look for-
ward to seeing you there. Ci vediamo!

As I write this column, spring is in 
the air, and, sadly, we are marking the 
one-year anniversary of the onset of 
Covid 19. During this year, every person 
in the world has been affected one way 
or another by the pandemic. It has been 
a year unlike any other in our lifetimes. 
We have never looked forward more to 
a new beginning, and I believe there is 
reason for hope and optimism. There is 
light at the end of the tunnel!

As all are aware by now, the 2021 
Mid-Year meeting of UNICO National 
was held on March 20th, via Zoom. It 
was good to virtually see everyone, and 
a very productive meeting took place. 
Plans are underway to hold the 2021 Na-
tional Convention in North Jersey. More 
information will follow. 

Even through this pandemic, the great 
work of UNICO has gone on at the Chap-
ter, District and National levels. Please 
join me in congratulating the Basking 
Ridge Chapter of UNICO National on 
their one-year anniversary. Kudos also to 
Chapters which have implemented some 
unique initiatives during this time. The 
Wethersfield Chapter has been helping 
their local restaurants who have been 
taking a beating during the pandemic. It 
was the Chapter’s way of giving back for 
the restaurants’ past help with their proj-
ects. Congratulations also to The Greater 
Ramsey Chapter for their highly success-
ful “Trip to Italy” raffle. It was a pleasure 
to contribute to their fundraising effort.

Chapters continue to develop cre-
ative fundraising ideas, virtually. They 
have conducted and explored several 
fund-raising opportunities including on-
line auctions. Unfortunately, and under-
standably, there has been a serious de-
cline in the number of charitable events 
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and scholarship awards which are gener-
ally run every year. 

Attracting and maintaining member-
ship during this unparalleled year has 
been a challenge. The persistent ques-
tion remains: Why is UNICO continuing 
to lose membership? We are open to 
suggestions and plans to remedy this 
situation. On a positive note, now is 
the time to attract new members. Two 
compelling reasons to join are that the 
Columbus issue is ever present, and our 
rich Italian Heritage is never ending. So, 
what is the best way to move forward? 
Some Chapters have already started to 
open and plan activities and events as 
conditions allow. Let us all look forward 
optimistically and strive to be reener-
gized as we plan a renewal of all our vari-
ous projects. I plan to convene a Chapter 
President meeting via Zoom by mid April. 
Further details will follow. Join us as we 
move forward together!

It is never too early to start planning 
for Columbus Day and Italian Heritage 
month. The UNICO National Columbus 
Day Committee stands ready to assist 
and offer financial assistance to Chapters 
towards the creation of a new project, 
the restoration and repair of their re-
spective Columbus statues/monuments, 
or any other program which spotlights 
Columbus and/or our rich cultural heri-
tage. 

Finally, my best wishes for a Blessed 
Easter; “Italian kisses and hugs” to you 
and your family. Ciao for now, and Sem-
pre Avanti.

SCHOLARSHIP
DIRECTOR

A message
from

Joan N. Tidona 

Chi Chi persevera, finalmente vince. 
(He who perseveres, wins at last.)

After a year of unprecedented uncer-
tainty, we are beginning to feel that we 
may be heading in the right direction. 
While we are still reeling from a very dif-

ficult situation, we are determined to go 
forward; to persevere.  

The challenges presented by 
COVID-19 have seriously impacted our 
UNICO Foundation Scholarship Pro-
gram. We greatly mourn the loss of Past 
Foundation President John DiNapoli and 
Foundation President John Alati. Both 
gentlemen were strongly committed to 
the strength, vitality, and success of the 
National Scholarship Program. While 
their support, advice, and encourage-
ment are seriously missed, we will con-
tinue to proceed in the manner they in-
spired. As we maintain the purpose both 
Johns were so committed to, we truly 
honor their memory.     

By the time this article is published, 
our 2020-2021 scholarship program will 
be nearing completion. Special thanks 
to all members who participated by pro-
viding application information, financial 
support, and candidate sponsorship. 
Your assistance is recognized and appre-
ciated. Without the participation of our 
members, we could not be successful.

UNICO scholarships are decidedly 
valued. As the cost of higher education 
continues to escalate, the importance of 
the assistance we offer deserving young 
students and our commitment to learn-
ing are widely acclaimed and respected. 

Very often, we receive notes from 
past recipients. I want to share a few 
comments with you: “Thank you for 
your kind generosity to young people 
like myself striving to achieve success”, 
wrote one student preparing to become 
a lawyer, specializing in international 
law. “I hope to honor your investment 
and support by engaging in the nursing 
profession with an unwavering commit-
ment to providing the best care to mem-
bers of our communities.” “Thank you 
for believing in me and for encouraging 
my goals.” wrote another. “I was the re-
cipient of a UNICO National scholarship 
10 years ago. I graduated with a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Media & Communications 
Studies and a minor in Business Admin-
istration. I am now a professional social 
media consultant for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs.” “I am interested 

MEMBERSHIP & 
RETENTION

A message
from

Sal Ingallina

in joining my local UNICO Chapter” ex-
pressed a third. While these comments 
represent just a few of the messages we 
received, they clearly indicate the grati-
tude our awardees feel. 

Several new scholarships are in de-
velopment. We will be offering a Semi-
narian scholarship and a scholarship for 
Veterinarians. Also under consideration 
are scholarships to assist Computer Sci-
ence and Journalism students. I thank 
Foundation President Christopher Di-
Mattio, Executive Director Sal Benvenuti, 
Foundation Secretary Dr. Peter Pettinato, 
General Counsel John Chiaia, Esq. and 
Donor Ralph Torraco for working to make 
this happen.

The National Scholarship Program 
brings great recognition to UNICO. We 
will continue to move forward, regard-
less of the challenges that come our way. 
As Italians we know, he/she who perse-
veres, wins!

Ah! Springtime! A season for chapter 
opportunity and growth. I hope you and 
your families are doing well, and look-
ing forward (as I am) to resuming some 
sense of normal life with the availability 
of the COVID Vaccine. With the warmer 
weather, chapter meetings can be com-
fortably held with lessened apprehen-
sion of contracting the covid virus. 

During the past months, some chap-
ters have not conducted chapter meet-
ings due to the pandemic. This can cause 
a lack of interest with members, result-
ing in member drop off. We must recog-
nize the importance of communicating 
with our members to prevent member-
ship loss. Our growth is dependent on 
increasing community awareness of UNI-
CO, a challenging but an achieved task 
during the past winter months. It is satis-
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HERITAGE &  
CULTURE

A message
from

Mary Teresa 
Morrison 

fying to note some chapters have found 
ways to support their communities with 
food pantry donations, as well as direct 
assistance to neighbors in need, during 
this time. 

I had the opportunity to sit in with 
chapters and districts that have conduct-
ed Zoom meetings. The communication 
and ongoing exchange of ideas during 
these virtual meetings captured the in-
terest of members which resulted in cre-
ative ideas and successful virtual fund-
raising events. Additionally, it has been 
noted that some chapters experienced 
new membership growth as a result of 
the creative chapter events.

With the start of warmer weather 
chapters will have the opportunity to 
increase community awareness which 
will develop meaningful connections and 
membership growth. The chapters that 
have been planning social celebrations 
and fundraising events during the past 
months can now continue as planned.

We need to be aware, this pandemic 
is not over and we will still need to ad-
here to CDC guidelines to remain safe. 
I encourage member participation and 
communication within each chapter so 
that UNICO’s membership will grow, and 
its work will continue. I am extremely op-
timistic going forward. Life as we knew it 
does not seem that far away. I encourage 
you to reach out to me anytime by email 
sji1@msn.com, or phone (973) 768.2625 
or text. Ciao

CHAPLAIN

A message
from

Fr. Robert 
Wolfee

On the very first Easter morning, 
Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the beloved 
disciple reacted differently to what they 
saw at Jesus’ tomb. It was still dark, so 
none of them could see clearly in the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene was the first to 
arrive, and she noticed that the stone 

had been removed from the tomb. She 
immediately thought that someone had 
taken Jesus’ body; so, she ran to tell the 
others. She was too upset, too emotion-
al, and too blinded by her tears to see 
properly.   

Peter and the beloved disciple raced 
to the tomb. Peter was the first to go in-
side the tomb. Even though he noticed 
where the burial cloths were, he did 
not understand what had happened. He 
could not think properly because he was 
overwhelmed by his past mistakes. The 
beloved disciple also noticed the burial 
cloths, but he was the only one who real-
ized what had really happened because 
he saw through the eyes of faith. All 
three people saw the same thing, but it 
was the beloved disciple’s love that was 
able to see in the dark.

There are times when we cannot see 
through our tears. People get sick or die 
or they disappoint us or one of our re-
lationships falls apart. There are times 
when we feel there is no way back from 
a particular situation because of the 
mistakes we have made, or we’re over-
whelmed by past memories that haunt 
us and taunt us. However, there are also 
times when great things happen, and 
life is good. At these times, we have mo-
ments of great clarity and strong faith.

Faith and belief in Jesus’ resurrection 
was made certain in his appearances to 
his disciples, but even those events took 
time and discernment to understand. 
Jesus had to reveal himself time and 
time again before the disciples realized 
the whole truth. They eventually were 
transformed by these experiences of the 
Risen Jesus. The same people who had 
deserted and denied Jesus shortly before 
his death became bold in their faith and 
eager to tell the story of Jesus to anyone 
who might listen. Their transformation is 
the best proof of Jesus’ resurrection.

Hopefully, Jesus’ resurrection has an 
impact on how we live our lives. It should 
help us to overcome the past. It should 
help us to confidently face whatever 
challenges may come our way. We can 
live the present moment in the certain 
knowledge that Jesus is alive and walks 

by our side. What happened on that first 
Easter changed the disciples, and it can 
change us too. To be open to change is to 
be open to the unexpected, and some-
times, the unexpected brings the best 
blessings of all. God bless.

L’ ANNO di SAN GIUSEPPE! As I en-
tered our church early one morning sev-
eral weeks ago, I was greeted by a por-
trait, on an easel near the main altar, of 
Saint Joseph holding the Baby Jesus. I 
was captivated by its beauty and tender-
ness and, after the service, I approached 
the portrait to read the inscription below 
it: “Pope Francis Proclaims December 8, 
2020-2021 – the Year of Saint Joseph: 
Patron of the Universal Church (via Pope 
Pius IX), a model for All in our lives of 
Faith.”

The Pontiff directs us to serve the 
Poor with “Creative Courage”, as the PA-
TRIS CORDE, (the Pope’s Apostolic Letter) 
“…with a Father’s Heart”, models Saint 
Joseph as a tender and obedient father 
welcoming the will of God; a father who 
teaches the value, dignity and joy of 
work, a “Creatively Courageous” father, 
an example of love.

All this is taken to heart by Italians 
who have traditionally honored Saint 
Joseph as the Patron Saint of Family, 
but who also protects orphans, unwed 
mothers, the needy and the homeless.  
To celebrate his feast day (March 19th) 
families throughout Italy and worldwide 
create an altar/table and an elaborate 
ritual meal. The priest blesses the meal, 
and members of the community of all so-
cial levels are invited to partake.

 LA TAVOLA di SAN GIUSEPPE (Saint 
Joseph’s Table) started in southern Ita-
ly, not only in Sicily, but also in Apuglia 
and Abruzzo where it is still celebrated 

UNICO National April 2021 7UNICO NationalApril 20216



and known as “LA MATTREDDA”.  Special 
breads and sweets (fritelle, zeppole or 
sfinci) are prepared. The zeppole eaten 
in Umbria, Florence and eastern Sicily are 
often made with rice flour, while those of 
Sardinia, Lazio and Campania and points 
south, are based on wheat flour.

Every region has its own story of the 
recipe, name of the pastry and who in-
spired it, just as every region or town 
(paese) may have its own Patron Saint.

I am comforted when I view the many 
photos in ComUNICO of the members 
who carry on the traditions of “giving” 
and “sharing” as did our ancestors. Even 
in this time of trial, means are found to 
help others financially, manually and 
spiritually.  

UNICANS continue to answer the call 
of Pope Francis to serve others with love 
as did the “Father of the Holy Family”.

ITALIAN
STUDIES

A message
from

Anthony Bengivenga

As we are all aware, just about every-
thing, everywhere has suffered in some 
way this past year, Italian Studies pro-
grams at high schools and universities 
being no exception. My sponsorship of 
a high school student exchange program 
with South Plainfield High School and the 
Ambiveri Scuola Superiore of Bergamo, 
Italy had to be cancelled for this spring 
for the second time, disappointing all of 
us, but especially the two American high 
school students and the two Italian high 
school students chosen for the program. 
The impact on educators was huge at 
the start of the pandemic and remains a 
tremendous challenge. Although Italian 
Studies and Italian language studies have 
suffered greatly the past year, high praise 
is due to the educators who were able 
to keep students engaged with many in-
teresting virtual offerings. We all must 
stay positive and look forward to when 
we will soon be able to pick up where 

we left off at the beginning of this hor-
rible pandemic. The creativity and inno-
vations that have emerged in this crisis 
might even enhance our programs, mak-
ing them even stronger. 

Italian studies presentations continue 
to be offered by various organizations 
and universities that UNICO National has 
supported in the past. The Charles and 
Joan Alberto Italian Studies Institute re-
cently presented “Rome and Caravaggio” 
and “The Origins of Made in Italy”, which 
were highly informative and accessible 
to people at all levels. Just as fascinat-
ing was a virtual archeological tour of 
ancient Pompeii presented by another 
organization. Many of these virtual pro-
grams are free and open for anyone to 
attend on their remote device. I am al-
ways happy to provide more information 
by request.  

Platforms as common as YouTube 
even have a lot to offer in the area of 
Italian language studies, most of which 
are free. Podcast Italiano; LearnAmo; 
Vaporetto Italiano; Italy made Easy; Im-
parare Italiano; Easy Italian; and Your 
Italian Teacher are programs I person-
ally recommend. Some are video blogs 
(vlogs) for middle and advanced learn-
ers, while others have actual lessons. Of 
course, anyone interested can feel free 
to contact me for more details. 

Again, I urge chapters to continue 
their generosity by earmarking to Italian 
Studies any donation submitted to our 
National Foundation, whether they be 
personal member donations or those on 
behalf of your chapter. Italian Studies is 
one of the most important missions in 
our organization’s charter. I would like 
to give special recognition to the High-
land Beach Chapter in District I Florida 
for their generous donation of $26,000 
to Florida Atlantic University supporting 
students entering their Italian Studies 
program. FAU has the broadest Italian 
Studies program in Florida and we are 
grateful for the efforts and leadership 
shown by District Governor Frank LoRe 
and Chapter President Frank Todaro, 
without whom this important program 
could not have been such a resound-

ing success. I look forward to personal-
ly expressing our gratitude on behalf of 
UNICO’s Italian Studies mission when I 
attend their presentation in May.

I am happy to provide more informa-
tion on anything I have mentioned (and 
more!), and always welcome sugges-
tions. The sharing of ideas by all mem-
bers is key to the strength of the UNICO 
community.  My email is anthony@ben-
givenga.com and my cellular is listed in 
the UNICO directory on the website.

YOUTH

A message
from

Grace Gynn

This year has been difficult for chap-
ters to meet and run events during the 
pandemic, but especially so for young 
people to stay engaged in the goals of 
UNICO. Below are several ideas to involve 
youth now and in the coming months. As 
stated in a previous article, it might be 
best to recruit a member or teacher to 
organize groups of young people to par-
ticipate wherever possible. 

Elementary Age Students:  Use the 
UNICO Italian Heritage calendar to teach 
culture through the photos of places in 
Italy. Children can then draw pictures or 
make dioramas of scenes from month-
ly pages. Younger children can work on 
their numbers, days of the week, months 
of the year. At any age, suggest that 
grandparents (through Zoom or Face-
time) tell stories about famous Italian 
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Americans and their own family history.
High School Students: At home, chil-

dren can research places and people 
indicated on the heritage calendar and 
present to their families through zoom 
as a cultural family activity. At school, 
the Italian teacher could organize a club 
(again through Zoom) for students to 
plan community service projects in con-
junction with a local UNICO chapter (Se-
niors still need service hours for college 
applications and scholarship awards).   
For example, Point Pleasant Beach High 
School Junior Chapter of UNICO made 
toiletry bags for disabled residents of 
Valentine House as well as a video thank-
ing medical and first responders for all 
they did this past year. Many projects 
could be done at home and under safety 
guidelines. It would be great if chapters 
included a small amount in their bud-
get to support these groups. In future 
months maybe t-shirts or thank you pizza 
parties might be a great motivation too. 
Invite all young people to participate in 
UNICO National Community Service Day. 

Youth (18–25-year-old): These are 
actual members of UNICO National and 
should be included in whatever activities 
regular members are working on at this 
time. Since Youth may be at college or 
starting a career, it may not be possible 
for full participation from them. But an 
activity Youth could do on their own time 
is organize a clothing drive. This could be 
done on weekends or holidays by collect-
ing bags from members who cannot get 
out. PPB UNICO held such a clothing and 
food drive in November and this June 

the Columbus Committee is running a 
clothing fundraiser, so an email will be 
sent to Youth members to start saving 
and collecting bags of unwanted items. 
Have your Membership chair keep track 
of current Youth contact info, since most 
younger members drop out, but might 
possibly rejoin UNICO in a few years if 
invited. 

Finally, a great suggestion for chap-
ters to consider is inviting these young 
people to your Scholarship dinner (pay 
for part or all their dinner) so they can 
meet other members and be inspired to 
continue the work of UNICO in the fu-
ture. Make sure to give your scholarship 
awardees a UNICO membership form 
and follow up on them.  Good Luck and 
Stay Safe. Please email me for more info 
or any questions   grace@gynn.net

DANTE Day

PNP Joe Agresti celebrated the 700th An-
niversary of the death of Dante Alighieri, 
the Italian Poet, Writer, and Philosopher 
in New York City with other notable Ital-
ian Americans. Mayor Bill DiBlasio was 
the Keynote speaker.

Remembering
Arlene Agresti

ComUNICO and UNICO Na-
tional would like to extend con-
dolences to PNP Joe Agresti and 
his daughter Maria on the passing 
of their beloved wife and mother 
Arlene. Arlene was a beautiful 
person that was a fixture at Na-
tional meetings for years (unless 
there was a casino nearby!). Ar-
lene could always be found at 
the pool looking for some good 
conversation. She is, and will be, 
missed by everyone at UNICO.
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A Life Devoted to
 “Service Above Self”

John M. Alati
1948 - 2021

2002 National President

UNICO Foundation
 President

 John M. Alati, 72, of Verona, N.J., passed away on January 14, 2021.

 Born in Irvington, N.J., John grew up in the Ironbound section of Newark and graduated from Seton Hall Prep 
in 1966 and Villanova University in 1970. The co-owner of LaGuardia and Associates, an entertainment production 
company, for almost 30 years, John was instrumental in organizing summer concerts for communities throughout New 
Jersey, producing over 200 concerts each year. Credited with launching and supporting the careers of countless artists 
and musicians, John is beloved in the entertainment industry-and beyond.
 Prior to founding his business with Jerry LaGuardia, John was active in government since the late ‘70s. High-
lights include being appointed as the Director of the Essex County Improvement Authority; Executive Director of the 
Essex County Improvement Authority; Chief of Staff to the Essex County Executive, and elected as the Irvington Dem-
ocratic Chairman and to the Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
 Proud of his Italian heritage, John was very active in UNICO National, where he was elected as National Trea-
surer, Vice President, National President, then served on the Foundation Board for 13 years, most recently as Presi-
dent.
 As UNICO National President, his efforts to join forces with the National Italian American Foundation, the Or-
der Sons of Italy, and the Government of Italy on issues of common interest has elevated the status of UNICO and Ital-
ian Americans nationwide. Through this partnership, the parties were successful in getting the approval of the Italian 
language as an advanced placement course in 500 high schools throughout the country.
 John’s aspirations for UNICO National have helped bring the organization to national prominence, and he 
facilitated contributing to a host of worthwhile scholarships and charities both locally and nationally, including the V 
Foundation for Cancer Research. A major achievement of John’s was the implementation and completion of UNICO 
National’s 21st Century Capital Campaign attaining its goal of $1 million. John’s other Italian American volunteer ef-
forts include the Board of Trustees for the Center for the Italian and Italian American Culture, Vice-President of the 
Columbus Heritage Coalition; Vice President of the Columbus Education Foundation; Trustee Emeritus of the Italian 
American Museum in New York City, and Chairman of the Board of Irvington General Hospital. 
 Predeceased by his parents Fiorentino “Finney” and Alice Alati (née Silva), John is survived by his beloved wife 
of 47 years, Linda-Gail (née Liguori); loving children, Danine Alati (Juan Parra) and Johnny “Jac” Alati (Kyle Gilligan); 
and cherished grandson, “the Little Guy,” Luca Fiorentino Parra Alati.
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“I lost my hero. Everyone that knew him, loved 
him. He lit up a room with his smile, his energy was 
contagious. He loved to laugh, tell jokes, and make 
fun of you (if he loved you). He loved his family so 
much, and enjoyed every moment with his grand-

son. He was the foundation of our entire family 
and I cannot imagine a world without him. Dad, 
please watch over us and give us the strength to 

get through this, like you always do. I will love you 
forever.”

Jac Alati

“UNICO National was blessed to have a member 
as dedicated as John was. His sparkling personality, 
his ability to make one laugh and feel comfortable at 
all times, is what made him lovable and popular. He 
was a very important part of UNICO. I met him in the 
1980s when the effort to allow women as full-fledged 
members of our organization was a hot issue. As an 
outspoken supporter, my reports stressed the benefits 
of Women membership, but I received much disap-
proval from many of the older members. During these 
heated discussions John always stood up to defend my 
opinion.

Our friendship began there and grew exceptionally 
close. Since we both owned Shore homes, we hung 
out together during the summer months. We became 
a team, going to restaurants and  concerts, listening 
to music groups that he had booked. Many people 
thought we were related. It was fun to have them think 
we were brothers because in truth we were almost that 
close. He and Linda-Gail will always be considered 
part of our family.

I miss him terribly since his untimely death. May 
God bless him in Heaven.”

 Sal Mangano, 1997 National President 
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“Your spirit will always be with us to celebrate. I will 
miss the fun you always brought to the table every time 
we were together. Our circle of friends will have a true 
void. We will miss all those quick witty comments only 
you could get away with. You will always still have a 
presence at our table, and we will remember you fondly. 
Until we meet again.”

Pat Pelonero, Former UNICO Office Manager

“John did so much for our organization. I remember 
being right behind him going up the chairs. We had a 
lot of fun and good times together, and I will miss that 
forever. John was always such a planner and strategist, 
UNICO has lost a lot.”
Frank Caperino, 2003 National President (to John’s 
right in picture above)

“A wonderful gentleman, and a true lover of music. You al-
ways took such terrific care of the bands that you booked. 
You made us all feel so special. Thank you for all you have 
done for musicians across New Jersey. I will be forever 
grateful.”Mike Guaragna, Bassist for the Cameos

“John was truly a great friend to all of 
us. There are no words to express the 
sadness of this great loss. I need not 
tell you how much he meant to our 

community and the great contributions 
he has made over the years. He will be 
so greatly missed as a dear friend and 

a leader.”
Angelo Vivolo, President, Columbus 

Heritage Coalition, Columbus Citizens 
Foundation

Left: Rollie Massimino, Villanova Univer-
sity Hall of Fame Basketball Coach. Right: 
Joe Piscopo, Comedian, Actor, Radio Host

“Our hearts are broken but the
memories live on forever.”

Chris Segarra, Verona member
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“John will be remembered for his cooperative 
spirit and can-do attitude in the Italian Ameri-

can community. John was always willing to lend 
his voice for Italian causes like AP Italian in the 
schools and the maintaining of Columbus Heri-

tage celebrations and statues. He will be missed 
and mourned by many especially his family, 

friends, and colleagues in the Italian American 
community.”

 Dr. Joseph V. Scelsa, Founder and President,
Italian American Museum

“John’s passing leaves a void in UNICO that 
will never be filled. I will miss his perspec-

tive, opinions, the work he did for our orga-
nization, and the fun we had together.”

 
Tom Vaughan, 2017 National President

(to the right of John in photo left)

“John Alati, Linda-Gail, Linda and Michael Spano found time at every convention to go out for lunch or dinner together. 
We did not start out that way. John was adamant that I not run for 3rd VP and I was adamant I should. We had oppos-
ing views on many things, but we shared a love of family, charity, and UNICO. John was passionate about his views and 
methods. They were different than mine, but we loved each other none the less. Isn’t that what’s missing in our coun-
try today? We saw beyond our differences, accepted that, and simply respected and loved the person behind the opin-
ion. I’m so happy John got to experience the love of a grandchild. I will miss our comradery and passionate discussions, 

but I will miss my friend the most.”

Mike Spano, 2006 National President

“John was a champion for the Italian Ameri-
can community and a friend we all respected 
and admired. Our prayers are with him and 

his family.”

Basil Russo, President of the Order Italian 
Sons and Daughters of America; President, 
Conference of  Presidents of Major Italian 

American Organizations
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“I am truly heartbroken. The Bronx 
Wanderers are where they are today 

because of John Alati and Jerry LaGuar-
dia. There are just too many good times 
with John helping us climb the ladder of 
success to mention. He always had our 
backs. He will be in our hearts forever.”

Vinny Adinolfi, Lead Singer and Found-
er, The Bronx Wanderers

“John Alati was so many things to so many people - friend, colleague, mentor, 
leader. His passion and dedication to his family, UNICO, and the entire Italian 

American community was unmatched. Condolences, sympathy, love, and 
prayers go out to Linda-Gail and all of John’s family from UNICO National.”

Frank N. De Frank, M.D.
President, UNICO National

“John worked hard for UNICO 100%. He always supported what he thought was for 
the benefit of UNICO. He said what was on his mind and you knew where you stood 

with him. A true leader!

Gene Maddalena, PDG, New Jersey XI, (at right in picture below)

“I still cannot grasp that John is no longer with us. Certainly, UNICO and the entire Italian 
American community will miss him as he was such a strong advocate for both. I had 

the pleasure of working with John since 2008 during which time I developed not only a 
business relationship but also, we became very close friends. John would always be the 

voice of reason in the room and knew how to get things done quickly and efficiently. I will 
certainly miss our time together at the shore where we spent many weekends.”

Sal Benvenuti, Executive Director, UNICO National
(fourth from left in picture above)
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“My friendship with John began in 1998 when he started me on my trip through the ranks of UNICO. Some of our 
adventures we shared over the years included Yankee tickets, Seton Hall games, a trip to the White House, plans for his 
Presidential year, co-hosting his Presidential Ball, and countless road trips. With John it was business first, but he always 
brought fun with him no matter where he was. As my Convention chair in 2007 he made sure everything about it was 
over the top, especially “Joe’s Café” which he made happen for me and all the UNICANS that were there. Everything was 
first class with John.

As for me, Linda-Gail, his entire family, his many friends and the members of UNICO, it’s a void that will be impossi-
ble to fill. As a friend, a leader, and a dedicated family man he had no equal (non uguale). I miss my friend.”

Joe Agresti, 2007 National President

“I first met John Alati at an Eastern 
Regional Meeting attending as the newly 

elected District Governor of PA II to 
bring concerns to the body over an issue 

regarding the National Office. I must have 
made an impression on John because 
he pulled me aside one night and said 
I should consider running for National 

Office. When I returned home, I gave my 
report including John’s recommendation. 
So, without John’s intervention, I would 
never have been National President. His 

advice was always sought and, when 
asked to serve in a new position, he was 
always willing to help. He will be sorely 

missed.”
Glenn Pettinato, 2011 National President 

“John, as a UNICO NATIONAL officer, was first to embrace me 30 years 
ago! It quickly made me feel a part of the organization on the Na-

tional level. Not only did he serve on so many committees, chairing 
many of them, and serving us as a UNICO National President and as 

UNICO Foundation President, but John Alati in my eyes will always be 
considered the AMBASSADOR of all UNICO! I’ll miss you in so many 

ways John, as all of us will miss you in UNICO and everything else you 
associated yourself with. I’m so sorry you left us but I pray you’re in a 

much better place up there in heaven.”

Lou DiRico, Foundation Trustee

“John was a person who, even if 
you were having a bad day, when 
you left a meeting with him, you 
would be smiling. He was deep-
ly knowledgeable on all of our 
UNICO business, no matter the 

subject. From our conversations 
I know he loved his family and 
little grandson so much. To Lin-

da-Gail and his family, on behalf 
of the Nicastro family, our deep-
est sympathy. We will always re-
member John and his great sense 

of humor. Rest in peace John.”
Dominick Nicastro

2016 National President

Above: John with Los Angeles Dodger 
Hall of Fame Manager Tommy LaSo-
rda
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“What could have been” was not a phrase John Alati ever said. He accomplished every project he took on, and 
he made sure all of us involved had fun along the way. His gift was his smile and communicating. Whether it was 

one-on-one or with the masses, John effectively got the message across. I am grateful to John for introducing 
me to so many special people I would normally have never met in my life. Most importantly, I am grateful for his 

friendship. His best advice to me was to be a good father and cherish the time with my boys because life’s too 
short - what a true statement that was.

Chris DiMattio, 2010 National President
(in photo above with the late Mario Cuomo, Mrs. Cuomo, and John DiNapoli

“John was a mentor as I moved into UNICO leadership “John was a mentor as I moved into UNICO leadership 
roles guiding me through the chairs. He gave me sug-roles guiding me through the chairs. He gave me sug-

gestions with a smile (never condescending). He would gestions with a smile (never condescending). He would 
always joke that I took my position too seriously, but always joke that I took my position too seriously, but 
he helped me to have a successful year. I will miss his he helped me to have a successful year. I will miss his 
guidance and his compassion for UNICO. He gave his guidance and his compassion for UNICO. He gave his 
all to a life of Service Above Self. I will not forget his all to a life of Service Above Self. I will not forget his 

kindness, his sense of humor and his love of life.”kindness, his sense of humor and his love of life.”

Ann Walko, 2015 National PresidentAnn Walko, 2015 National President

“My friend, John Alati, was a dedicated Unican who rose to be National President and Presi-
dent of the UNICO Foundation. His leadership and legacy shall always be remembered. One of 

his many outstanding personal attributes was that he was a tremendously caring individual. 
He and Linda-Gail would always extend themselves to all whether a friend or a stranger in 

need. On a very personal note, I would like to acknowledge that their friendship and warmth 
was very special for my late wife, Toni, and myself. Rest in Peace, John.”

Paul Alongi Sr., 1975 National President
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“As I think of our friend and ally John Alati, so many things come to mind. A seriously dedicated member of 
UNICO National, John worked hard to ensure our success. He had the ability to see beyond the fog, to come 
up with a reasonable solution, guiding a situation to a logical conclusion. John contributed in so many ways 

to promote Italian heritage. His positive impact will be long lasting. Aside from serious matters, John had the 
ability to make things fun. His wit, charm and style always made you smile. His exceptional enthusiasm was 
contagious. Joan and I treasure John’s friendship. While we deeply grieve his loss, we will always remember 

and truly appreciate the wonderful time we had together. 

Frank Tidona, 2001 National President 

“I could go on and on about the influence John Alati had on me over the years, but I will keep it short. I 
first met John and Linda-Gail in Baltimore when John ran for 3rd VP and won. Over the following years, he be-
came the face of UNICO with the other National Italian Organizations, deservedly so. John was the leader of 
the new generation of PNPs. I will never forget the time I was asked by a member from the Midwest to ask if 
John would support him for 3rd VP. John responded with a quick no, but said ‘we want you to run’. That was 
not what I expected, but started my journey to the Presidency. John was my convention co chair and one of 
my mentors in UNICO. He would laugh with me, laugh at me, and at times give me a good kick in the pants if 

needed. That’s what friends do. I will miss you my friend. May God bless Linda-Gail and the Alati family.

 Michael E. Veselka, 2013 National President
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“Irving Berlin once said, ‘The song has ended but the melody plays on’. It makes 
me think about all John Alati accomplished and how all the people John has 

touched know the music of John’s life. He was a role model, a mentor, and true 
friend to Debbie and I. John and Linda-Gail welcomed us to the UNICO National 
family at a Convention many years ago. John was the person who advised me to 

get involved with National Committees and helped mentor me through the chairs 
to become National President. John’s accomplishments both personally and pro-
fessionally are admired by his family and friends, and he will be dearly missed.”

Lee Norelli, 2018 National President (center in photo above)

“When it came down to UNICO 
business and the opportunity to 
help those less fortunate, John’s 
eyes were bigger than most. He 
had a Vision and carried it out. 

That’s why I chose him as a PNP to 
be on my Executive Board. Let’s all 

band together and continue his and 
UNICO’S Vision in his memory and 

in all of our members.”

Rick D’Arminio
 2014 National President

“What can I say about John that hasn’t been said by someone already?  When 
I hear John’s name or think about him I automatically see his infectious smile, 
hear his distinctive voice, and remember his great sense of humor. I’ve known 

John and Linda-Gail so long, and spent so much time with them, that I con-
sider them my second family. Which makes it even more difficult to put into 
words what John meant to me. He was my mentor and my sounding board; 

but, first and foremost he was my friend. John will be forever in my thoughts 
and I miss him immensely.   ”

Kathi Strozza, 2008 National President

“He was taken from us too young. 
John Alati was a kindhearted soul 
inside and out. Anyone who met 
him liked him automatically; you 

had to with his charming smile and 
hearty laugh.”

 Linda Esposito, high school class-
mate and friend
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2021 National Convention

SHERATON TARA PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY
MONDAY, JULY 26 TO WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2021
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PITTSFIELD, MA

The day’s collection of donated items, 
some of which were specifically request-
ed by the Christian Center such as baby 
care products.

This January the Pittsfield chapter con-
ducted its monthly food drive at the 
Christian Center in Pittsfield.  This was 
the sixth food drive sponsored by the 
chapter. Several volunteers answered 
the call, and as a result, a large collection 
of necessities, including food and per-
sonal hygiene items, were donated and 
processed for distribution.

Linda O’Brien, Joan Tyer, Robby Bianco 
(co-chair) and Sally Shepard (co-chair). 
Missing from the photo are chapter vol-
unteer Larry Salvatore and event coordi-
nator Wendy Aitken.

GREATER RAMSEY, NJ

Since 2007 the Ramsey Chapter has host-
ed an annual Holiday Luncheon and fun 
afternoon for the benefit of the senior 
residents living at The Woodlands Senior 
Housing Community in Ramsey. Togeth-
er the guest residents and UNICO volun-
teers always enjoyed a wonderful after-
noon of great food, music, and dancing. 
Year after year Woodlands’ residents 
looked forward to the event and were 
always grateful and thanked the Ramsey 
UNICO members. Due to COVID-19 this 
year was different. Ramsey UNICO do-
nated and delivered complete catered 
dinners to the complex. Woodlands’ 
residents were able to choose from four 
entrées, including salad, bread, and des-
sert. To comply with social distancing 
each meal was then distributed by the 
Woodlands housing staff. In the photo 
above Dorothy Verdone, Ramsey UNICO, 
Katie Ready, Woodlands Director, and 
Joe Verdone, Ramsey UNICO, with the 
prepared meals ready for distribution.

GREATER ATLANTIC CITY, NJ

The Greater Atlantic Chapter UNICO’s 
sense of service stands unabated even 
in this difficult time. On December 5th 
and 7th, the chapter conducted a food 
and clothing drive. They collected over 
50 bags and boxes of food and clothing 
for the local Rescue Mission and Food 
Bank. They merged their efforts with the 
St. Michael’s Church Preservation Soci-
ety which is leading the pursuit to keep 
the historic and Italian American built 
St. Michaels’s Church in Atlantic City. So 
many were eager to help in this needed 
endeavor. Pictured are chapter members 
Jim Giaquinto and Carmine Bonanni de-
livering foodstuffs to the food bank.
  
In other chapter news, they will be hav-
ing a chapter reunion festa once they 
are able to get out from under COVID 
restrictions. Members truly miss the 
in-person fellowship that had to come to 
a halt back in March. They will also have 
a membership drive in the spring as they 
have lost several members due to health 
and age concerns. Greater Atlantic City 
looks forward to a promising and fulfill-
ing 2021.

“Service Above Self”
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UNICO National is looking to start 
new chapters in Orlando

and Naples.

For more information, contact: 

Florida I District Governor 
Frank LoRe Jr. 

franklore0046@hotmail.com
201-401-1077

Expansion Director
Joe Nasello 

JMNasello@aol.com
201-394-0793

HIGHLAND BEACH, FL

The Highland Beach chapter welcomed five new members at their monthly meeting 
held at Arturo’s Ristorante Boca Raton. Photo L to R, Joann Moelle, Roseann Varvaro, 
Mike Federico, Gene Carlino, and Bernard Jacknovy.

The Highland Beach chapter welcomed 
guest speaker, Jeanelle Knecht, Assis-
tant Administrator of Forgotten Soldiers 
Outreach which sends packages to our 
troops serving overseas. L to R: Jeanelle 
Knecht, Chapter President Frank Todoro, 
and Chairperson Marianne Regan.

Spencer Bailen, the 2019 recipient of 
one of the Highland Beach Chapter 
Scholarships, returned to their monthly 
meeting to thank the members for their 
generosity in awarding her a four-year 
scholarship in the amount of $1250 per 
year. One of her majors will be in music 
and she showed it by singing a beautiful 
Aria in her lovely soprano voice. 

HAZLETON, PA

Hazleton’s youngest member!

SCRANTON, PA

The Scranton chapter held its first vir-
tual membership meeting on March 9. 
Gail Cicerini, Chapter President, gave an 
overview of all Chapter activities.
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WEST ESSEX, NJ BASKING RIDGE, NJ

WETHERSFIELD, CT

The West Essex Chapter has a longstand-
ing tradition of hosting an annual holiday 
party for individuals with special needs 
during the Christmas season. As many as 
150 people attend to enjoy good food, 
music, gifts, and even a visit from Santa 
Claus. While the pandemic derailed the 
party plans for 2020, the members re-
mained undeterred and still found a way 
to spread a little good cheer. Since the 
would-be guests could not attend, they 
brought the party to them by delivering 
holiday dinners to group homes with 
special needs residents throughout the 
West Essex, New Jersey area. Although 
some of the festivities were lost, all were 
thrilled and very appreciative. A special 
thanks to Bob Masella for arranging the 
food delivery and may next year bring a 
return to the in-person celebrations we 
all previously took for granted.   

Patti DelGaldo, Basking Ridge Sergeant 
at Arms, coordinated the donation of 
four large bags of holiday gifts to a family 
in need.

Basking Ridge Vice President Debbie 
Shahpazian delivered Christmas cards to 
seniors living in Mountainside, Basking 
Ridge, New Providence and Summit to 
let them know they are being thought of.

Chapter President Georgeann DiRienzo reports that “This has been a tough year for 
all of us, and difficult as a new chapter. We were limited in what we could do, but 
were able to accomplish a few things. We sponsored Italian lessons and were able 
to raise some funds and we are in the process of creating a cookbook that we will be 
finalizing and selling next year.”

WILKES BARRE, PA

UNICO Wilkes Barre presented the Pittston YMCA with a $5,000 donation to be used 
for renovations in the childcare center. Pictured are Amanda Carmody, Janelle Drach, 
Chapter President Angela Sperrazza, and Meredith Rynkiewicz.

Chapter President Audrey Saharek pre-
senting 56 $25 gift cards for Target and 
Kohl’s to Kathy Bagley of the Town’s So-
cial and Youth Services to be distribut-
ed to those in need. Several members 
stepped up to increase the donation 
from $250 to $1400. Audrey said “I con-
tinue to be amazed and so proud of the 
generosity of our members!”
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BLOOMFIELD, NJ

On February 25th, the Bloomfield Chapter was honored to induct 10 new members. 
The ceremony was conducted by Past National President Paul Alongi. The evening 
was hosted by Dan and Melonie Bitecola. Although members were unable to attend 
due to COVID, Dan set-up a private You Tube link for all to view. Bloomfield also in-
ducted six more new members in March. The new members are anxiously looking 
forward to getting involved with the chapter and community.  

WILKES BARRE, PA

UNICO Wilkes Barre presented the Junior 
Achievement of Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania with a $1,000 donation. Pictured 
are Ginny Crake, Dave Fusco, Chapter 
President Angela Sperrazza, and Mere-
dith Rynkiewicz.

NUTLEY, NJ

Nutley chapter Fundraiser Committee 
Chair Mark DiMaggio explaining the 
rules of the annual raffle to the member-
ship.
The Nutley chapter recently selected the 
winners of its annual $100 ticket raffle. 
Once again, all 325 tickets were sold. 
Winners were Bill Algieri (1st prize), Vito 
& Melissa Matturro (2nd prize), Anthony 
Rosamelia (3rd prize) and Frankie Turano 
(4th prize).   The fund raiser was coor-
dinated by Mark DiMaggio, Tom Sposato 
and Sal Ferraro.

PEQUANNOCK, NJ

Although the social events for the Pequannock chapter have been pushed back due 
to Covid, Pequannock’s support for the local Food Banks continues as a focal point 
for its members. In the photos Pequannock President Ed Lamoureaux is delivering 
checks to four of the local food banks that are in continued need during these chal-
lenging times.  
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SCRANTON, PA

The 9th Annual Captain James R. Mini-
cozzi Memorial Race which raises pro-
ceeds for the children in our community 
was postponed due to COVID this sum-
mer. The Minicozzi Race Committee and 
Scranton Chapter did not want to disap-
point the 50 children currently at The 
Boys & Girls Club of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, so they were able to work some 
Christmas magic and deliver a Christmas 
Luncheon on Dec. 21st to add some nor-
malcy and joy during the holiday season. 

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

UNICO National officers participated in 
the first summit of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian American 
Organizations (COPOMIAO) on February 
20, 2020. This important summit was 
called by President Basil Russo. Our Na-
tional President Dr Frank DeFrank was 
one of the major speakers. Committees 
were set up for various causes as follows:

-Reconnecting with today’s youth
-Save Columbus monuments and holiday
-Italian language preservation
-Charitable activity
-Italian Museum cultural programs
-Public policy work

GREATER BINGHAMPTON, NY

The Greater Binghamton New York 
chapter Board recently met via Zoom. 
Throughout the pandemic our group has 
been very supportive of organizations in 
need, especially local food banks. This 
was achieved in part by members donat-
ing the monies they would have spent 
for monthly dinner costs, in addition to 
supporting the annual Super Bowl Fund-
raiser. The group looks forward to meet-
ing in person when safety can be assured
for the membership. 

MERRIMACK VALLEY, MA

The Merrimack Valley chapter met virtu-
ally in February but returned to in per-
son dinner meetings in March. The chap-
ter has had a successful year so far with 
the golf tournament in September rais-
ing over $42,000 for local charities and 
the club’s scholarships. Since the found-
ing of the Merrimack Valley Chapter, the 
chapter has raised over $1,000,000 for 
local charities! This year, the Scholarship 
Committee has made the decision to ex-
pand the demographic area for scholar-
ship recipients.  

Don’t forget 
to visit UNICO.org for the latest news
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NORTH SHORE LONG ISLAND, NY

On December 22, the North Shore Long 
Island Chapter held a virtual raffle to 
raise funds for their college scholarship 
program. The chapter would like to rec-
ognize Vice President Tania Broschart 
for doing an incredible job with this raf-
fle. Not only did Tania come up with the 
idea, but she conducted it from start to 
finish on her own. A big thank you also 
goes out to all members for helping sell 
the raffle tickets and of course for gen-
erously buying many themselves. The 
chapter generated a net profit of $6,171 
going into the scholarship fund. In the 
picture President Patricia Stake and Vice 
President Tania Broschart pull the win-
ning raffle tickets during the chapter’s 
December general meeting.

NUTLEY, NJ

Membership Chair Cathy Marucci swore 
in new members, Dave DiPisa and Rob-
ert Belcuore (pictured above), at the 
February meeting.

LIVINGSTON, NJ

Continuing Livingston UNICO’s tradition 
of supporting First Responders, mem-
bers Vince Palumbo and Gene Manto 
presented donations to Livingston Fire 
Department’s Past Chief / Fund Drive 
Chairperson Craig Dufford and President 
of Livingston First Aid Squad Pat Ippolito.

Livingston UNICO purchased and donat-
ed for Toys for Tots as its annual dona-
tion. Due to Covid Restrictions the Dona-
tion Committee had to drop the toys off 
at the front doors of Eastman Company 
and put them in their Toys for Tots Bin 
with information so they knew it was do-
nated by the Livingston chapter.

Send all submissions to

comunico@unico.org
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COMUNICO RULES AND GUIDELINES

The following are ComUNICO Rules that 
must be strictly adhered to in order for a 
Chapter and/or a Committee’s submissions 
to be included in an issue of ComUNICO:

1. Each Chapter is limited to 300 words per 
issue. This includes the number of words in a 
column and captions.

2. The only titles to be included in captions 
are for National Officers and Chapter Presi-
dents. Do not identify other Chapter Officers 
by title.

3. If more than 10 people appear in a picture, 
do not identify each of them.

4. Abbreviations are not to be used. The only 
title to be abbreviated is Vice President (VP).

5. All articles and captions are to be submitted 
in Times New Roman font, 11 point font size 
and in black.

6. Photo File Name should be identifiable to 
the corresponding caption.

7. A Chapter is allowed a maximum of six 
pictures per issue for a regular event. 

8. All award recipients (ie. Scholarship, Brian 
Piccolo) should be included in one picture. 
Do not send multiple pictures from an event 
with one recipient per picture.

9. Only pictures attached to an e-mail will 
be accepted. Pictures embedded in an e-mail 
will be returned to the Chapter and not in-
cluded.

10. All submissions should be sent to comU-
NICO@UNICO.org. Submissions sent to 
any other office e-mail address will not be 
included.

11. The deadline for submissions is 5:00 PM on 
the designated day. 

12. Photos coming in after a holiday will not 
be included in the next issue, if deemed to 
be untimely. ComUNICO should reflect the 
current time of year.

13. Articles cannot contain copyrighted 
materials. All articles must be original and 
completely written by the person submitting 
the article. An article compiled from infor-
mation that was cut and pasted from other 
sources is considered plagiarism. 

The following are ComUNICO Guidelines 
for a Chapter to follow:

1. Photos should be sent in landscape not 
portrait form.

2. Do not send in blurry pictures.

3. Review all submissions prior to sending 
for grammar and punctuation.
 

Fred Lyle
Real Estate Sales Associate
Realtor©

Retired LEO, Retired N.J. DHTS
Past President Local #319

Downing Frye Realty, Inc.
8950 Fontana Del Sol Way, Suite 100

Naples, Florida 34109

www.FinestNaples.com 
Mobile: (239) 776-6735 • Fred@finestnaples.com

Proud supporter of Italian American culture and heritage

3 bed/2 bath Naples Condo $389,000 
Call for details and enjoy the 

sunshine this winter!
Many more homes, condos, and 
investment properties available!

Call me Today to learn more about the  
Southwest Florida/ Paradise Coast Lifestyle opportunities!
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KEYSTONE, PA

At the Pasta Dinner check-in table from 
left are take-out patrons Joe and Karen 
Sadowski being greeted by Dinner co-
chairs Keystone Chapter President Mary 
Ann Coviello and Frank Coviello.

Dunmore’s Keystone UNICO conducted its Second Annual Pasta Dinner at Villa Maria.  
Proceeds are earmarked for their COVID-19 Relief Initiatives and Chapter Scholar-
ships.  

Enjoying their Keystone UNICO Pasta 
Dinner and seated from left are Michael 
Mecca; UNICAN’S Cherie’ and Dolores 
Mecca; and Tanya Skurka.

Closing out the Pasta Dinner at the check-
in table are Keystone UNICO members 
Michele McDade; Lori Macciocco, Villa 
Maria Co-owner; and Mark McDade.

Enjoying their Keystone UNICO Pasta 
Dinner are the Rizzo Family.  From left 
are Geena, Joe, Vito and UNICAN Gloria 
Rizzo.

QUEENSBORO, NY

Queensboro UNICO’s annual Toys For 
Tots campaign was an outstanding suc-
cess collecting over 2500 toys. Chapter 
President Gaspare Mistretta accepted 
the “Commanders Award” from the U. S. 
Marine Corps. for outstanding communi-
ty service. 

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

Members of the Greater Westfield Chap-
ter Anthony Bengivenga, Dr. Ann Walko, 
PNP, Michael Walko, and Robert Tarte 
are at Lili’s Bistro in Washington Town-
ship with President Dr. Frank DeFrank 
and Rick D’Arminio, PNP, in support of 
Greater Ramsey’s Raffle Petrillo trip to 
Italy.
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PITTSFIELD, MA

When their community needs assis-
tance, the Pittsfield chapter steps up to 
the plate. Recently a call went out for 
volunteers to assist in the process of ad-
ministering COVID -19 vaccines. Several 
chapter volunteers answered the call 
and fulfilled various duties from cleri-
cal functions to guiding patients to the 
vaccination stations. Bottom row Sally 
Shepard and Lori Borelli, top row Robby 
Bianco and Tom Romeo. Missing from 
the photo is Linda O’Brien.

MONTVILLE, NJ

The Montville UNICO Foundation distributed over 400 toys, games and stuffed ani-
mals to children of local families and to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. Also distribut-
ed to local families were over $1500 in gift cards.  Montville UNICO member Angie 
Pisano knitted 70 blankets, which were given to each member of the families who 
came to receive their toys and gift cards. The Montville Chapter has donated over 
$150,000 worth of toys, new clothing, food and gifts at Christmas to families in need 
for over 30 years.

BLOOMFIELD, NJ

The Bloomfield Chapter celebrated the 
induction of three (3) new members at 
their March 18th Board Meeting. Con-
gratulations and welcome to Mike Carter 
Jr, and via Zoom left – right, Geno Torto-
riello and Sal Santora.  

SCRANTON, PA

The Scranton Chapter donated much 
needed items to the Community Inter-
vention Center for Homeless. Shown 
here with some of the donated items 
are: Ashley Rapoch, Manager, Dicks 
Sporting Goods, Dickson City; Linda Ste-
fursky, UNICO Scranton Chapter; Chad 
Cramer, Assistant Manager, Dicks Sport-
ing Goods, Dickson City. 
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SCRANTON, PANUTLEY, NJ

ST. JOE’S HIGH SCHOOL MONTVILLE, NJ

Deacon Joe Sisco and the St. Joe’s HS ACES have been very busy. In January they de-
livered a vanload of clothing and toiletries for the residents of the Paramus Veterans 
Home. 

In February, ACES held a diaper drive 
for The Mercy House which is an arm of 
the Respect Life Office/ Archdiocese of 
Newark. The diapers will go to expectant 
mothers in need. 

The ACES began an Emergency Food 
Drive in March for the Fr. English Center 
in the Diocese of Paterson to collect as 
much non-perishable food as possible 
for the many families in need. Under cur-
rent conditions, demands on food banks 
have increased greatly. 

Nutley High School seniors are begin-
ning to complete their applications for 
the Chapter’s $32,000 in scholarships. 
Scholarship Chair, Alan Genitempo, has 
met with Nutley High School Guidance 
Personnel and his committee to revise 
the scholarship application. Each year 
the first selection is the Brian Piccolo 
Scholarship recipient in order to meet 
the District VII timeline for their award. 
This year’s selection is Billy Searle. Billy, a 
two-way lineman, was selected 1st Team 
All-State in New Jersey, the first Nutley 
HS football player to earn that honor 
since 1966 and was recognized as one of 
New Jersey’s Coaches Assoc. Super 100.

Any members interested in 
signing up for a Constant Contact 

account under our partnership 
can sign up through this link 

http://www.constantcontact.com/
index.jsp?pn=uniconational

Please Support
 ComUNICO’s Sponsors

KENILWORTH, NJ

The Kenilworth chapter held their De-
cember and January monthly meetings 
via Zoom. Members participated in a 
holiday dress up and a raffle to celebrate 
the holiday! Included on the agenda was 
the 2021 year and formation of new 
committees. In January, the chapter re-
viewed their upcoming virtual fundraiser 
events: Super Bowl pool and jewelry kits 
and demonstration.

The Deadline for the 
July 2021 issue of

 ComUNICO is 
June 21, 2021
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LIVINGSTON, NJ

Livingston UNICO donated $150 to Proj-
ect Sandwich. This is a group of 10-15 
Livingston women who meet weekly to 
make 200 sandwiches all while socially 
distancing. These sandwiches are then 
brought to St. Ann’s food pantry by long 
time UNICO member and community 
food pantry worker Nick Santinelli. Pic-
tured are Mary Beth Picini, Livingston 
UNICO Vice President, donating the 
$150 check along with Nick Santinelli, 
Livingston chapter member and Sand-
wich transporter, to Project Sandwich 
Members, Rita Riccardi, Gigi Naples, 
Cathy Lindsey, and Marisa Vosa. 

PLAINFIELDS, NJ

Plainfields’ President Bob Bengivenga (Right) and New Jersey District X Governor An-
thony bengivenga (Left) send their virtual greeting to the regional volunteer firefight-
ers in Bergamo province in Italy known as the “Vigili Del Fuoco Isole Bergamasca”, 
whose commander is Luigi Mandelli. Twelve years ago in December of 2008, UNICO 
officers  Bob and Anthony Bengivenga along with Mike Colucci and Mike Walko par-
ticipated in  the official inauguration of this regional fire department. That year the 
Italian volunteer firefighters were also hosted in South Plainfield, NJ as part of the 
sister city program and toured the local volunteer fire departments and exchanged 
gifts. Each year Anthony Bengivenga attends and speaks at their anniversary ceremo-
ny in Madone (Bergamo), Italy to give these volunteers recognition and emotional 
support from Plainfields UNICO and District X UNICO. This year it wasn’t possible due 
to the pandemic.  Plainfields’ UNICO and District X salute these brave firefighters 
especially during this pandemic.  

REHOBETH AREA, DE

Portrait of Saint Joseph and the Child Je-
sus with a basket of bread blessed and 
distributed to the homeless at the Shel-
ter for Broken Wings.

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

The Greater Westfield Chapter of District 
X held a Zoom meeting in March to dis-
cuss future events and fundraising. They 
are going to work with the Book Bin -New 
Legacy Company in order to provide 
funds for scholarships and replenishing 
the food banks in the Westfield area.

NJ X District Governor Anthony Bengi-
venga participated, along with UNICO 
National officers and District governors, 
in the Eastern Regional District Gover-
nors Meeting hosted on Zoom by ERDG 
Brian Guarco on February 21, 2021. The 
meeting was very productive.
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GREATER TAMPA, FL

President Mike Salierno of the Greater 
Tampa chapter hosted a Pasta Bolog-
nese and Caprese Salad cooking class on 
Zoom for his members. The picture with 
the cameras turned off was a moment 
of silence for PNP John Alati who passed 
away in January.

KENILWORTH, NJ

The UNICO Chapter of Kenilworth recently organized a coat drive to collect new and 
used coats in good condition, hats, scarves, and gloves for people in need this winter 
season. Laura Morana, Chapter President, partnered with an organization in Newark 
that expressed a necessity for these items to help those less fortunate. The chapter 
also organized a toiletries and personal hygiene drive for homeless individuals who 
are using Newark Penn Station as their place to sleep. President Morana said: “UNI-
CO of Kenilworth continues to be committed to meeting the needs of individuals in 
need. The generous donations were deeply appreciated. We are encouraged by the 
community’s response!”

NUTLEY, NJ

Anthony Malfitano addresses the crowd 
at the annual Columbus Day Wreath Lay-
ing Ceremony at Nutley Town Hall.
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WETHERSFIELD, CT

BLOOMFIELD, NJ

On February 13th Alan LaQuaglia, Board 
Member, along with Chase Elias and 
Joelle Gonnella, Chapter Interns and 
Co-Presidents of the Bloomfield H.S. 
GlamourGals, a nation-wide organiza-
tion, delivered handmade Valentine 
cards to the Job Haines Nursing Home 
in Bloomfield. GlamourGals members 
made the cards and Alan donated the 
flowers. Due to COVID visitors were not 
allowed so the staff distributed the cards 
and flowers to the 40 residents on behalf 
of the GlamourGals and Bloomfield UNI-
CO.

Wethersfield UNICO sponsored a wonderful lunch consisting of grinders, chips, cook-
ies, and water for 35 medical personnel and senior citizens who received their COVID 
19 vaccine at the Wethersfield Senior Center. Wethersfield members collected over 
$10,000 to help feed essential workers at local hospitals, fire houses, ambulance and 
police workers, funeral homes, and more. Pictured are Chapter President Audrey 
Saharek,  Johnathan Butler, CCHD Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Tom Sapia, 
Owner of Grange Fresh, and Ann Hartman, Assistant Director of Health. 

NUTLEY, NJ

Nutley President Lorraine (Bini) Kucinski, 
and PP Marie Solimo, organize toys col-
lected from members for needy children.

QUEENSBORO, NY

Queensboro UNICO’s raffle had an amaz-
ing turnout and extremely generous do-
nations from members, friends, family, 
and associates with over $11,000 raised.

98th Convention
Sheraton Parsippaney

July 26-28, 2021
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WEST ESSEX, NJ

 Raymond was born and raised in Newark, New Jer-
sey to Sfida and Maria D’Uva. He earned his law degree in 
1976 from Seton Hall Law School went on to practice law 
for over 30 years in his hometown Newark. He married 
Virginia (Vicky) Lopez D’Uva on April 5, 1986. Raymond 
was known by all who were lucky enough to meet him as 
a gentle, kind, sweet, honest, and deeply intelligent man. 
For over 30 years, he worked as an immigration attorney, 
helping thousands of clients establish lives and contribute 
to their communities in the US. He cared very much for his 
clients; he felt a deep responsibility for their livelihoods. 
He spoke five languages. He was a member of West Es-
sex UNICO and Societa Oriundi Castellani for many years, 
giving back to his community and filling in as Santa every 
Christmas at the UNICO Holiday party for the disabled. 
Ray was as silly as he was smart and was never too shy to 
make the room laugh with a joke, a dance, a song, or all 
three. Ray was a devoted family man. He loved a glass of 
red wine, fine cheese, fishing trips, and all things Italian. 
Mostly, he loved being together with his family. He was 
just the best human anybody could know. His smile would 
make your heart melt when he walked into a room. Family 
time will never be the same. He will be missed terribly. 
He is survived by his wife Vicky, sister Antoinette (Frank), 
children Francesca, Patrizio, and Giovanna, nephews and 
niece, and many other close family members.

Donations may be sent to: West Essex Unico PO BOX 1727, 
West Caldwell, NJ 07007

In Memorium:
Raymond D’Uva

In Memorium:
Santo Barretta

Santo A. Barretta, 93 of Roseland NJ, passed peacefully 
on April 16, 2020.
Santo was born in Newark, NJ on June 6, 1926, and he 
married the love of his life Lucille on June 13, 1948. His 
dedication and commitment to volunteer work in com-
munity services and local organizations was displayed 
in his participation in the Kiwanis Club, UNICO, The 
Roseland Historical Society, The Historical Commission, 
Roseland First Aid, the town’s Centennial committee, 
and the local chapter of the Republican Party. Santo 
served as chairman for the Board of Adjustments and 
Chairman of Roseland First Aid Board of Directors. He 
was the District Treasurer for UNICO National District 
XI, and a long-standing member of the West Essex 
UNICO Chapter. Santo received various lifetime awards 
commending his achievements, including: Senior Cit-
izen of the Year 2001, Italian American Citizen of the 
Year 1977 and the 1988 Roseland Volunteer of the Year.
He especially enjoyed talking sports, eating at local 
restaurants, and tinkering in endless home projects. 
He was a dedicated New York Yankees and Giants fan. 
Santo was predeceased by his loving wife Lucille of 
63 years. He is survived by his beloved children, Vien-
na Mooney, Jay (wife Faith Ann), Santo Jr. (wife Mis-
sy), and Jackie DeCamara (husband Paul); his beloved 
grandchildren, Shawn (wife Laura), RC, Santo, Aman-
da, Heather, Justin, Blake, Mark, Jack and their loved 
ones; and his cherished great-grandchildren, Noah, 
and Brooklyn.
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LIVINGSTON, NJ

Livingston UNICO made donations of boxes filled with Sudoku, crossword, and col-
oring books, along with, crayons, puzzles, and playing cards to three local nursing 
homes.

At Brandywine Living are Vice President 
Mary Beth Picini, Mike De Angelus, and 
a Representative of Brandywine Living. 
The same items were donated to Care-
One Nursing facility but due to high 
Covid restrictions no photos were able 
to be taken at the time of delivery.

In the photo at Inglemoor Nursing Home 
Vice President Mary Beth Picini, Imme-
diate Past President Kevin Francione, an 
Inglemoor representative, and Chaplin 
Mike DeAngelus. 

Highlights from the March Mid-Year Board of Directors Meeting

• The UNICO Foundation trustees approved a pledge of $50,000 (from the 21st Century Fund) of $10,000 per year for 
5 years to support the new Italian American Museum in Little Italy, New York City. A presentation from the museum 
director is being planned for the upcoming Convention in July.

• The Board of Directors approved a “Friends of UNICO” fundraiser program for non-members who wish to donate to 
our National organization. They will receive gifts of appreciation such as a magnet, subscription to ComUNICO, etc.

• The Board appropriated funds for an external consultant to facilitate fundraising/expansion/development- pending 
review and final approval of a revised proposal and contract.

• The Executive Committee and the Board of Directors will support an amendment to be voted on by the general 
membership at the upcoming convention regarding modification of the Board structure.

• Convention Chairperson eligibility was shortened from an interval of 6 years down to 3 years.

• Reformation of a 100th Year Anniversary Celebration Committee- looking for volunteers!

• A firm commitment of unity and cooperation from both UNICO National and the UNICO Foundation, now under the 
leadership of the new President/Chairman Chris DiMattio.

SCRANTON, PA

The Scranton Chapter has maintained 
connection with members in a number 
of ways, such as the Zoom Italian Lessons 
with Professore Joe Chindemi on Sunday 
nights for 7 weeks in the spring.

The Deadline for the July 
2021 issue is 

June 21, 2021
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99th National Convention
July 27 - 31, 2022

Intercontinental Hotel
New Orleans
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 It is with great sadness that the Kearny Chapter and the Kearny 
Ladies of UNICO announce the passing of their oldest and beloved mem-
ber on December 20, 2020 at age ninety-six from complications of the 
Coronavirus.
 Ida Nigro was born and raised in Hazelton, Pennsylvania. She and 
her husband Bill moved to Kearny, New Jersey where they ran a delicates-
sen and raised their son and daughter William Jr. and Barbara. Mrs. Nigro 
was also an Executive Secretary with the BASF Corp. 
 Ida, Bill and their family eventually moved to Clifton, New Jersey 
in 1960. Ida and Bill were active UNICANS. Bill was a two-time President 
of the Kearny Chapter and District Governor of New Jersey District VII.  
Ida was a President of the Kearny Ladies of UNICO (1993-97) and also 
served as its Recording Secretary for over thirty years.  Mrs. Nigro and all 
the Ladies of UNICO eventually became members of the Kearny Chapter 
in 2002.
 Ida enjoyed being a UNICAN. She enjoyed attending fund-rais-
ers such a Carnevale, Man/Women of the Year Dinners, casino bus trips, 
fish and chip dinners – all to raise monies for worthy UNICO charities.  
Ida looked forward every year to the Born-to-Shop fundraiser which the 
Kearny Ladies of UNICO sponsored for 26 years; her “claim to fame” was 
that she sold the most tickets to the event. Ida especially enjoyed the 
Chapter’s Pizza and Boccé Nights and was quite “the ringer.” She was a 
member of the team that travelled to play in tournaments. Yes, Ida was 
quite the active Unican.
 Ida always had a smile and kind word for everyone.  Her warmth 
and charm will forever be missed.  She was truly “A Grand Dame.” 

In Memorium: Ida Negro

Did you see the notice from Na-
tional President DeFrank 

announcing that UNICO was 
providing, free of charge to every 

member,  
a car magnet or window decal with 

the UNICO logo?

In an effort to promote the 
UNICO National name, the 
Executive Committee has 

agreed to order magnets and 
decals with the UNICO logo 
for all of the membership.  

The magnets and decals will 
be free to each member, but 
the National Office is asking 

to defray the cost of ship-
ping. You can order either 

the magnets or decals or any 
combination of  both for each 

member in your chapter.  
Please contact the national 
office if you are interested. 

Free UNICO
 Magnets and Decals 

for Members
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Sip, Smoke, and Sway:
The Highland Beach Cigar Cocktail Party 

The Highland Beach chapter’s Sip, Smoke, and Sway cigar cocktail party was a great success with 108 in at-
tendance. Social distancing rules were in effect with tables from 2 to 10 and attendees were outside under the 

stars. The weather committee put in an order for good weather and it was a perfect evening. The entertain-
ment was top notch as President Frank Todaro came through with great music and song. The crowd was also 
entertained  by member Bobby Laperuta. Opera and pop singer Kristina Farrah Notghi sang Nessun Dorma 

and received a standing ovation. Funds raised will go to the chapter scholarship fund and the Children’s Oncol-
ogy Center at Saint Mary’s Hospital for Highland Beach UNICO’s “Music Therapy Program”.

Frank Todaro, Entertainer and High-
land Beach Chapter President with 
member and entertainer Bobby La-
peruta.

FL I District Governor Frank LoRe pick-
ing the big raffle winner with help 
from waiter Victor.

Singer Kristina Farrah Notghi Member Tommy Ruggero, 2nd from right, with his 
guys.

The set up
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Left: Arturo’s owner and mem-
ber Rosaria Gismondi with her 
son-in-law Erick Distelhurst.

Right: FL I District Governor 
Frank LoRe setting up for the 
event.

Member Erick Distelhust, 5th from right, with his crew.

L to R: Joann Barbero, Joe Barbero, Madeline LoRe, Mi-
chael Whelchel, Joann Moeller, and Ronnie Lowenthal.

L to R: Gail Guy, John and Marica Amore, Vivian Cardia, 
Diana Coppola, Rosann Vavaro and Charlie Maikish.
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Waterbury’s O’Italian Dinner!Waterbury’s O’Italian Dinner!
The Waterbury Chapter held their Annual “O’Talian Dinner” on Wednesday, March 10th at Aria Wedding Facility to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Day. A 30-year tradition drawing 500 attendees, it was the last indoor event held before the pandemic 
shut down the state in 2020. This year, in order to keep traditions alive, the event was held as a drive-thru only event with all 
Covid-19 precautions being met. Over 400 meals were provided consisting of Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, Pasta e 
Fagioli, Italian Bread, and Custard Filled Zeppole.  Positive feedback was received from all those that participated. Proceeds from 
the event will benefit local projects. 

Clockwise from top left: Bob Gerace and 
Chapter President Francine Nido; Ken-
nedy High School Italian Club and Mary 
Anne Vagnella (honored as Teacher of 
the Year); Bob Gerace, Mary Anne Sa-
gnella, and Pat Varanelli; Mary Anne 
Sagnella, Lili Albini-Fitzpatrick, and Bob 
Rinaldi; Michele and PNP Tom Vaughan, 
Francine Nido, and Morris Borea; Lou 
Ruby, Bill DeMaida, and Doreen Rinaldi;  
Marie Vitarelli and Pat Varanelli
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SHARE YOUR ENTHUSIASM!
Join Us Today

UNICO National is the largest 
Italian American Organization 
in America.  With over 100 local 
Chapters in 13 states, and more 
being formed, we have an unpar-
alleled track record of giving that 
dates back to 1922.

Through the UNICO Foundation 
we donate annually to cancer and 
Cooley’s anemia research, mental 
health initiatives, and scholar-
ships.

Through our many National 
Award Committees we present 
awards in sciences, military ser-
vices, athletics, and literature.

Through our Anti-Bias Committee 
we promote positive images of 
Italian Americans and battle neg-
ative stereotypes.

If you are looking to celebrate 
your heritage, serve your com-
munity and build lifelong friend-
ships, UNICO National is the orga-
nization for you!

To find out more, call 973-808-
0035 or visit www.UNICO.org.
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Welcome New Members

 January, February, and March

BLOOMFIELD 
Anthony Brillantino

Ralph P. La Torraca, Jr.
Samantha Vitone 
Anthony Martino 

Salvatore Santora, Jr. 

CEDAR GROVE 
Lisa Ciccarelli 

CHICAGO W SUBURBAN
John Cologrossi 

Jim Marchese 

GRANBY 
Katherine Grimaldi
John M. Santaniello 

GREATER ATLANTIC CITY
Peter John Perfetti, Jr. 

GREATER PHILADELPHIA 
Anthony Lepre 

GREATER TAMPA 
Barbara Marinaro 

HIGHLAND BEACH 
Gene Carlino 

Michael Federico 
Bernard Jackvony 

Jo Anne Rioli Moeller
David Sweet 

Roseanne Varvaro 
Michael Whelchel 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Josephine Abroscat

Alyssa Freda 

LIVINGSTON 
Robert Iommazzo 

Kyle Rummel

MANCHESTER 
Matthew Barry

 
MERRIMACK VALLEY
Arthur A. Daniels, DDS

Earl J. Martin Jr. 

MILWAUKEE 
Mary Anne Ceraso-Alioto

Christine Cannestra Conley 
Salvatore “Sam” Alioto 

MONTCLAIR 
Peter Yacobellis 

NUTLEY 
Robert Guerin Belcuore

David Di Pisa 
Chiara Russoniello 

ROSETO 
Liane Diorio 

Lillian Heisler 

Congratulations and welcome to UNICO!

The National Office Staff looks forward to meeting all of you in the near future.

Juliana C. Palma 
Linda Ruggiero 
Courtnee Gallo 

SAYRE 
Shane Raupers 

SCRANTON 
Dr. Linda D Barrasse 

Corey Cappelloni 
Louise Brozzetti Frye 

Camille Frye 
Suzanne A. Jaffe 
Kristen Maritato 
Dominic Mastri 
Beverly Merkel 

Benjamin J Montalbano
Jerry Notarianni 

Donald L. Preate, Jr. MD FACS 
Renee Pricci-Rinaldi 

Elaine Santarelli 
Abygail Bergamino 

Gianna Lucia Brogna 
Maria Bucci 
Gina Bucci 

Antonio Pugliese 
Emily Tunis 

Gabriella Zombetti

SPRINGFIELD 
Anthony Daniele 
Paul Montefusco 

ST JOES HS MONTVALE
Michael Deletto 
Massimo Titolo
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Fred Lyle
Real Estate Sales Associate
Realtor©

Retired LEO, Retired N.J. DHTS
Past President Local #319

Downing Frye Realty, Inc.
8950 Fontana Del Sol Way, Suite 100

Naples, Florida 34109

www.FinestNaples.com 
Mobile: (239) 776-6735 • Fred@finestnaples.com

Proud supporter of Italian American culture and heritage

3 bed/2 bath Naples Condo $389,000 
Call for details and enjoy the 

sunshine this winter!
Many more homes, condos, and 
investment properties available!

Call me Today to learn more about the  
Southwest Florida/ Paradise Coast Lifestyle opportunities! Don’t forget 

UNICO Merchandise can 
be ordered by contacting the 

national office.
973-808-0035

 UNICOnational@UNICO.org

            CCoommUUNNIICCOO  
                                              TThhee    VVooiiccee  ooff  UUNNIICCOO  NNaattiioonnaall  

              GIFT                                               PERSONAL SUBCRIPTION 

SEND TO 

NAME:   ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________________________________________ 

Check Type of Payment:    Check (Payable to UNICO National)                                                                                                                                              
         Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard, AMEX, Discover)    

CARD NUMBER:  _______________________________________________________________ 

EXP. DATE:  ____________________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________________ 

NAME ON CREDIT CARD:  ____________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to give ComUNICO as a gift or know anyone who is  
not a member of UNICO National and would like to  

receive a subscription, 
ORDER TODAY * 5 ISSUES * ONLY $25 

 

Please complete this form and mail to the address below with your payment or  
call the UNICO National Office with your credit card information. 

Fairfield Commons, 271 US Hwy 46 West, Suite F-103, Fairfield, NJ 07004 
(973) 808-0035, Fax: (973) 808-0043, E-mail: uniconational@unico.org 
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NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL — (1X) 
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Car-
mel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my neces-
sity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me herein you are my mother. 
Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech 
you from the bottom of my heart to suc-
cor me in this necessity. There are none 
that can withstand your power. Oh show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee. (3X) Holy Mother, 
I place this cause in your hands. (3X) 
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, 
light all roads so that I can attain my goal, 
you who gave me the divine gift to forgive 
and forget all evil against me and that in 
all instances in my life you are with me, 
I want in this short prayer to thank you 
for all things as you confirm once again 
that I never want to be separated from 
you in eternal glory. Thank you for your 
mercy toward me and mine. (Say this 
prayer three consecutive days and after 
three days, your request will be granted. 
Publication must be promised.)

  RV, JRD, KCM, AP, SL, MRM, AH, JP, 
JNN, AC, LG, PVM, GJA, RMN, JLAN, 
JCS, JPC, JM, AS, JP, JN, EDD, MC, JP, 
JJC, CS, WPM, GM, CS, RAB, SP, ME

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin

TO OFFER A PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER 
send a Check for $20, made out to UNICO and 

your initials to:
ComUNICO Prayer

271 US Highway 46 West 
Suite F-103

Fairfield, NJ 07004 

Protect yourself and others with the original customized UNICO Face Mask. 
These reusable, black cotton masks make a great promotional item that sends 
both a practical and positive message. Show others you care for their health 
and are a PROUD Member of UNICO National!

Offered by Triple Stitch Brand Promotions, a UNICO Member Owned Business, 
the masks are available at the price of $6.00 each, 24-minimum purchase. In-
dividual masks can be purchased directly at the National Office for $7.00 each. 
Purchase one for your members, family, friends, and business associates! Easy 
on-line ordering available from the unico.org web site.
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Inserra ShopRite Supermarkets 
In New Jersey 

  

SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  BBaayyoonnnnee                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHaacckkeennssaacckk              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWaayynnee  
        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHoobbookkeenn                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  PPaalliissaaddeess  PPaarrkk                                    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  LLooddii  
    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  FFaaiirr  LLaawwnn                          SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWeesstt  MMiillffoorrdd                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  EEmmeerrssoonn  
        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHiillllssddaallee      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNoorrtthhvvaallee                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWaalllliinnggttoonn  
SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  CCoolluummbbiiaa  PPaarrkk    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  LLyynnddhhuurrsstt              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNeeww  MMiillffoorrdd  
  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  MMeettrroo  PPllaazzaa                      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWyycckkooffff                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  RRaammsseeyy  
              
  

In New York 
  

      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  TTaallllmmaann                        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  SSttoonnyy  PPooiinntt              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  GGaarrnneerrvviillllee  
    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNeeww  CCiittyy                                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWeesstt  NNyyaacckk  
  
  

YYoouurr  FFaammiillyy  OOwwnneedd  aanndd  OOppeerraatteedd  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett  PPrroouuddllyy    
CCaarriinngg  ffoorr  aanndd  SSeerrvviinngg  OOuurr  CCoommmmuunniittiieess  ffoorr  OOvveerr  7755  YYeeaarrss  

  

    


