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NATIONAL
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Dr. Frank 
De Frank 

Buon giorno a tutti!! I am sure we 
all feel the same- the last fifteen weeks 
or so seem like two or three years! The 
coronavirus pandemic has undoubtedly 
adversely affected all of our lives in 
many ways. However, the business of 
UNICO National has continued. We have 
tried to keep everyone well-informed 
through our weekly updates which have 
been distributed via Constant Contact 
email, the UNICO National website, and 
Facebook. Thusly, we will not review all 
the information that has been in these 
updates. One special note- a three-plus 
hour Zoom meeting of the UNICO Na-
tional Executive Committee was held 
on Saturday June 20th. Many issues 
were discussed, including keeping the 
national dues at $65 for this year (with 
leniency on the due dates), accepting 
the dissolution of the Bethlehem (PA) 
and Delmarva (DE) chapters, revisiting 
the Americanism award, national office 
computer and software upgrades, re-
view of potential variations in the 2020 
Eastern Regional and 2021 Mid-Year 
meetings because of the COVID 19 pan-
demic, proposal for changes in the struc-
ture of the UNICO Board of Directors, 
evaluating the possibility of a part-time 
development and fundraising coordina-
tor, cybersecurity proposal, redistricting 
recommendation, ComUNICO magazine 
and UNICO calendar, alterations in the 
structure of the Nominating Committee, 
etc. 

The National Office is now open 
during normal business hours. Please 
refer to the more recent weekly updates 
for the office pandemic restrictions.  Not 
to be repetitive, but again all the Vice 
Presidents have worked tirelessly to up-
hold our UNICO values and to continue 

to advance our organization despite 
these difficult times. We all should give 
special consideration and respect to Sal, 
Sue, and Michelle for holding the Na-
tional Office together. 

We would like to emphasize to the 
District Governors and Chapter Presi-
dents the importance of re-establishing 
communication in some way with all 
their members in order to “kick-start” 
and re-energize everyone to our UNICO 
goals of helping those in need and pre-
serving our Italian heritage.

We are still working on both develop-
ing and distributing a set of Italian heri-
tage presentations for Chapter use and a 
summary of Chapter “special projects.” 
Stay tuned!

As all are aware, Christopher Colum-
bus statues in parks all over the United 
States have been under attack. The mis-
conceptions regarding Christopher Co-
lumbus’s life and travels have become 
pervasive in every aspect of our soci-
ety. Kindly refer to the UNICO National 
website for our statement regarding 
this matter and for an excellent YouTube 
video which dispels some of the perpet-
uated myths about Christopher Colum-
bus. We have found that the best ways 
to combat attacks on Columbus and our 
Italian heritage are with local vigilance, 
early and prompt notification of law 
enforcement and local government au-
thorities, cooperation with other Italian 
American organizations, and attempts 
to dispel the myths about Christopher 
Columbus. Was Columbus perfect? 
Absolutely not, but I believe the last 
perfect person died on the cross!  We 
all need to fire up our “passion” in the 
perpetuation and defense of our Italian 
heritage! We already have a fantastic 
UNICO National Chaplain and we cer-
tainly do not need a UNICO National 
philosopher. However, retirement, the 
cessation of UNICO travel, the COVID-19 
pandemic, and Father’s Day all have cer-
tainly allowed me personally some time 
for reflection. Many of you are aware 
I grew up in Roseto, Pennsylvania at a 
time when that municipality had the 
highest concentration of Italian Ameri-

cans in the United States and the lowest 
heart attack rate in the nation. Two con-
tributing factors stick out in my mind- 
immense social and family support and 
“contentment.” Could there be a lesson 
in this for us?

With respect to Cancer Research and 
Prevention, we still have $50,000 to 
present, but need to start funding our 
next grant. We realize that many chap-
ters have not been able to hold meet-
ings, fundraisers, etc. to balance their 
budget. Also, we recognize the urgent 
need to support local families and or-
ganizations. We know that times are 
tough for all. However, if there is room 
in your District and Chapter budgets, 
kindly consider supporting one of our 
UNICO National charities! Since there 
is no convention this year, there will be 
no “real microphone” to announce your 
donation. However, we do have “virtual 
microphones” in the form of our weekly 
updates, newsletters, ComUNICO, 
UNICO National website, and Facebook 
pages, etc. to acknowledge your kind-
ness. 

Once again, we ask that everyone 
keep in their thoughts and prayers our 
family and friends in Italy and all other 
UNICO members (and their families) that 
are ill or who have passed away.

As always, it is an honor, privilege, 
and a blessing to serve as your National 
President and Cancer Research and Pre-
vention Committee Chairman.  I look 
forward to representing UNICO and all 
its members as our National President 
for the rest of this term and for the 
2020-2021 year. I humbly ask for your 
support.  Thank you for all you do for 
UNICO and its charities and to preserve 
our precious Italian heritage.
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FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Dr. Peter 
Pettinato

EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Steve Pelonero

Ciao a Tutti ~ Hello everyone. Wow, 
what a ride this has been so far (no pun 
intended). All can I say is what everyone 
else is saying: “what a shame”, “hope all 
is OK”, “keep the faith”, and most of all 
a “thank you to those chapters who are 
living up to our UNICO motto of “Service 
Above Self”. I do miss the traveling and 
the times that we have with each other. 
UNICO National is staying strong with 
Zoom meetings and I can only recom-
mend that you give it a try as a chapter 
and/or district if you have not already. 
It is the newest way of life, it is a way to 
stay together, and it is a step into the fu-
ture. We as officers have met numerous 
times via Zoom to discuss the business 
of UNICO. Again, all I can say is “we will 
survive”. We as officers again have al-
ways said that if you do have a meeting 
and if you wish one or all of us to attend, 
and now with Zoom being available re-
gardless of where it would be in the USA, 
we can definitely now attend. Let us stay 
together in our ongoing pursuit to make 
things better for our communities and 
nationally: Unity, Neighborliness, Integ-
rity, Charity, Opportunity. Stay well and 
stay safe.

I bid you fond and enthusiastic greet-
ings from the threshold of the next ad-
venture, otherwise known as what to do 
when the COVID restrictions begin to re-
lax. Like many of you, I have been wait-
ing for the most stringent restrictions to 
be lifted and as I write this, I am just two 
and one half days away from that goal.  
The big question is “What now?”

Over the past few months, we have 
gotten accustomed to keeping our own 
company, binge watching TV programs, 
blazing through our reading lists, and 
rediscovering family recipes.  We’ve ad-
justed to working from home, bonded 
even closer to our pets, and invented 
new swear words as we navigated the 
complexities of a ZOOM meeting.  How 
then do we get back to what was second 
nature to us before?  How does UNICO 
jump-start itself? Many UNICO chapters 
picked up the challenge and, through in-
novative measures, were able to contin-
ue to be leaders in their communities.  
You’ve held raffles, online contests, do-

nated your dinner fees, supported your 
first responders and continued to care 
for your neighbors. UNICO won’t even 
let a worldwide pandemic interfere with 
its service pledge.  For that, I thank you 
and so do your communities.  But again, 
the question is: “what now?”

The answer is as simple as keep do-
ing what you’re doing. When the re-
strictions were put in place, you worked 
your way around them.  When they be-
gin to lift, even more options become 
available. Some options will be your 
time honored familiar ones.  Others will 
be continuing what you’ve just learned 
to do.  

Some will become a blend of each.  
UNICO doesn’t really need a jump-start, 
because we never fully stopped.  We 
will build on the momentum that our 
local chapters refused to relinquish. Our 
districts will once again coordinate ac-
tivities amongst the chapters and with 
National itself.  We will get together in 
small groups at first and slowly expand 
to where we can finally greet – in person 
— our UNICO family around the country.  
That will be a great day and I look for-
ward to seeing you very soon.

It’s cliché to say that UNICO begins 
with U (you). I prefer to think that UNI-
CO is all about you, and what you’re will-
ing to do for one another.  Once again, I 
thank you for your unwavering efforts in 
the most difficult circumstances. 

The Largest Italian American 
Service Organization 
in the United States

“Service Above Self ”
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MEMBERSHIP & 
RETENTION

A message
from

Sal Ingallina

SECOND VICE
PRESIDENT

A message
from

Cav. Ralph A. 
Contini 

It is my sincere hope that all mem-
bers of our UNICO famiglia are safe and 
well. As I write this column, it is now 
late June. The COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to alter our way of life, as well as 
how we conduct UNICO business. It has 
been nearly four months since group 
gatherings were prohibited essentially 
everywhere. UNICO National, District 
and Chapter events, meetings, dinners, 
banquets, etc. were canceled; however, 
finally, things are starting to open up!

We want to take the opportunity 
to thank the UNICO Chapters for their 
great resiliency during these challenging 
times. The Chapters have found innova-
tive ways to hold meetings. Video con-
ferencing tools have taken the market 
by storm as individuals, organizations, 
and businesses adjust to working re-
motely. The word “Zoom” is suddenly 
everywhere. Chapter “Zoom” meet-
ings are now commonplace. I continue 
to encourage Chapters to file reports 
electronically through the UNICO Na-
tional website. Although Chapters held 
no live meetings during this time due to 
COVID-19, the work of UNICO has con-
tinued.

The high school graduating class of 
2020 was dealt a bad hand! Not sur-
prisingly, Chapters overwhelmingly con-
tinued their respective scholarship pro-
grams and found creative ways to award 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors in their area.  Other Chapters 
have supported and fed first responders, 
provided gift certificates to church food 
pantries, and donated personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) where needed. 

Hackensack Chapter member, Elide 
Marino, when she realized there was a 
need for face masks, took out her sew-
ing machine and, as of this date, has 

made and distributed more than 1,000 
masks. As the saying goes, “actions 
speak louder than words”. UNICO mem-
bers have helped power us through this 
terrible time.

Since the National Convention has 
been postponed, the Executive Commit-
tee, at our recent meeting, determined 
that the Chapter Achievement and 
Awards Program for the 2019-2020 year 
be postponed until the 2021 National 
Convention. At that time, the Commit-
tee will judge and present awards for 
both 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 years.

As we are seeing on a daily basis, 
Columbus’ legacy is being maligned as 
his statues are decapitated, torn down, 
burned, spray-painted and tossed in a 
lake. Five Hundred Years of remarkable 
discovery and development is being de-
stroyed by vicious lawless thugs. Colum-
bus has long been referenced by Schol-
ars as, “The most important man in 
history”. He is the accepted father of the 
Modern World. Was he guilty of all the 
things for which he is being slandered? 
No! HE WAS DEAD, long before the Six-
teenth and Seventeenth Centuries. We 
urge all UNICANS to work with local, city 
and state officials to ensure and demand 
the protection of the Columbus monu-
ments still standing “In Our Own Back 
Yards.” Identify Italian-American local 
elected officials and demand the right 
to debate and solicit definitive ideas to 
save Columbus’ legacy.

UNICO National, through the Colum-
bus Day Committee, has always had a 
positive agenda, especially in the cele-
bration of Columbus and his great ac-
complishments and bravery in discov-
ering the New World. We optimistically 
urge our Chapters to proceed with plans 
to hold Columbus Day outdoor events. 
Obviously we are still unclear on what 
regulations or restrictions there may 
be on social gatherings even as we ap-
proach the beginning of October, so all I 
can recommend at this point is that we 
proceed with caution.

Hopefully, we will have an opportuni-
ty to meet soon. Ciao for now and Uniti 
Sempre Avanti. Be well and be safe.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say “Hello” to all of our UNICO Mem-
bers! It seems we have been away for so 
long. I hope you and your families are 
doing well and looking forward (as I am) 
to resuming some sense of normal life 
again.

We have made it through a very un-
usual period!  During this challenging 
time, we need to remain connected 
to promote UNICO and the works and 
the goals we strive for. I congratulate 
the chapters that have supported their 
communities as well as hospital and es-
sential workers, who have risen to the 
occasion to support and care for our cit-
izens. I emphasize to the Chapter Pres-
idents, the importance of continuing 
communication with their membership. 
I am pleased to note that some chap-
ters have conducted “Zoom” meetings. 
Communication and ongoing exchange 
of ideas with this communication plat-
form will ultimately help chapters work 
within the “new normal”.

Chapter Presidents that have not 
taken advantage of the availability of 
virtual meetings with their membership 
should consider doing so. Familiar faces 
and voices of our members are the con-
nections we need to move forward. As 
we enter the “new normal” of phase 2, 
regulations are becoming relaxed. 

Chapters will be able to assemble 
outdoors for planned meetings possi-
bly at a local community establishment 
with an outdoor cover. This might be 
a unique and favorable way for some 
chapters to conduct a monthly meeting. 
Holding such a meeting can bring chap-
ter members together to discuss and 
plan their future goals. 

Unfortunately this pandemic is not 
over and we will still need to adhere 
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CHAPLAIN

A message
from

Fr. Robert 
Wolfee

COMUNICO
EDITOR

A message
from

Tom Vaughan

Our world certainly has changed 
greatly since I wrote my last article for 
our magazine. Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the last time we celebrated 
Mass publicly, here in the Archdiocese 
of Newark, was March 17th. I never an-
ticipated that public Masses would still 
be suspended on June 5th, the date I am 
writing this. In fact, in a message I  wrote 
the last week in March, I stated, “Hope-
fully when you entered the church and 
picked up this bulletin, our music minis-
ters and priests were preparing for Mass 
and life is beginning to get back to nor-
mal.” Boy was I wrong! 

Churches in our archdiocese have 
been open on a limited basis for private 
prayer since the middle of May.

We have lost several Unicans and 
family members of Unicans to this hor-
rible disease. To their families, please 
know that you have been in my prayers. 
Our lives have been turned upside down 
and we are not sure if life will ever get 
back to “normal” again. However, we 
are strong people and we will adapt.

In my parish, we have been able to 

conduct some meetings and other busi-
ness through social media. Technology 
has helped us to keep in touch with one 
another and to conduct some parish 
business. In April and May, staff mem-
bers contacted all our registered parish-
ioners by phone and/or email to check 
on their wellbeing. At the beginning of 
May, the two priests, who help me on 
the weekends, and I were part of a video 
message that was emailed to the parish-
ioners and put on the parish website.

The other big news item recently has 
been the issue of racism, which still ex-
ists in our country unfortunately. The 
death of George Floyd due to excessive 
force by certain police was a tragedy. Let 
us pray for Mr. Floyd’s family, let us pray 
that justice be served, and let us pray for 
an end to racism in any form.   At the 
same time, we cannot allow the reputa-
tions of all police officers to be tarnished 
because of the actions of a few.

Still, the issue at hand, racism, needs 
to be addressed, so it can be correct-
ed. One way of addressing it is through 
peaceful protests. In several of the pro-
tests, police took part, together with 
the other protesters to show solidarity. 
While many peaceful protests have tak-
en place throughout our country, we 
also know that many of the protests 
turned into violence and looting. There 
is never any excuse for violence or loot-
ing.

When violence begins, those who 
are being hurt must defend themselves 
and that only escalates the violence. As 
I write this, the situation is not under 
control yet, so we must continue to pray 
for an end to this violence, looting and 
destruction. Be well and be safe. 

God Bless, 
Fr. Bob, National Chaplain

to CDC guidelines to remain safe. We 
need member participation and com-
munication within each chapter so that 
our work will continue. Congratulations 
again to our chapters who helped their 
local communities during the COVID19 
Pandemic.

I encourage you to reach out to me 
anytime by email sji1@msn.com, or 
phone (973) 768-2625 or invitation to 
your zoom meeting. We will get through 
these trying times as long as chapter 
members help each other and practice 
our UNICO ideals!

As I write this column, The pandem-
ic has eased a bit here in the Northeast, 
but it seems we are a long way from 
“normal”. I miss going to UNICO events, 
hugging and kissing my friends from 
all over the country. I pray that we will 
once again  be able to have fun while 
raising money for those less fortunate 
than ourselves.

I am proud of the work UNICO has 
done to assist those affected by the pan-
demic. I’m especially proud of my chap-
ter, Wethersfield, as we have raised and 
donated almost $15,000 for front line 
workers, local businesses, and the poor. 
Reading the submissions by so many 
other chapters, and what they have 
done for their communities, makes me 
very proud to be a Unican.

I want to commend President De-
Frank, Sal Benvenuti, Sue Anzelmo, and 
all of the officers that are working so 
hard for UNICO under trying conditions.

Lastly, since I became ComUNICO 
Editor, I have been trying to make the 
magazine  fun and appealing. I have en-
joyed that part of the job (much more 
than the proofreading!). But I felt it was 
not appropriate for this issue. I hope the 
next issue will give us that opportunity. 
Until then, stay safe and well.

Don’t forget 
to visit the UNICO 

website for the latest news
 and information:

UNICO.org
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ITALIAN
STUDIES

A message
from

Anthony Bengivenga

HERITAGE &  
CULTURE

A message
from

Mary Teresa 
Morrison 

SANIBEL HARBOUR MARRIOTT

2021 National Convention

Throughout history Italians have 
been characterized as “courageous, 
perseverant, resilient, determined, in-
spired, etc.” As far back as the 6th Cen-
tury BC, whether conquerors or the con-
quered, and to the present we proudly 
exhibit these attributes.  As soldiers, 
artists, inventors, scientists, innovators, 
leaders in technology and medicine and 
more….those of our heritage have striv-
en to be the best.

In times of defeat (and again we 
reflect on history), after the fall of the 
Roman Empire, during the Dark and  
Middle Ages, wars of occupation, the 
Risorgimento (struggle for unification), 
wars during the 20th Century….. we 
have remained steadfast in our determi-
nation to overcome adversity; we have 
remained loyal to our beliefs, deter-
mined to succeed.

During the World Wars, our soldiers 
– Italian and Italian American – fought 
bravely for freedom and as we have re-
cently become aware, put themselves in 
jeopardy fearlessly willing to save those 
being unjustly persecuted.

Now, in the 21st Century, we fight a 
world- wide enemy, and again Italians, 
affected and infected as we all are, re-
main resilient, refuse to give up hope, 
reach out to one another, in song and in 
image, as an inspiration to us all.

We UNICANS have taken the banner 
and continued to help one another and 
encourage those stricken or on the front 
lines, with aid in any way possible, not 
allowing fear to prevent us from helping 
others. In closing, I would like to compli-
ment the many youngsters who through 
the essays written for their scholarship 
applications, let us know that they are 
truly “Carrying the Torch” and are in-
spired by the generations who preced-

ed them.  They are giving us reason to 
have confidence that our generosity, 
perseverance, courage and innovation 
will continue through them as “our her-
itage” remains nurtured in their hands.

The pandemic has made this a very 
difficult year for those studying lan-
guage or participating in Italian Stud-
ies Programs both here in the USA and 
abroad. The Italian Language and Cul-
ture day for High School students at 
Montclair University to which we were 
invited was cancelled the day before the 
event on March 12 disappointing hun-
dreds of language students and guests 
and the Coccia Institute who sponsors 
the annual event. 

A student that my Greater Westfield 
chapter sponsored for a national schol-
arship was studying in Rome and was 
sent home in March disrupting her en-
tire program.  The high school student 
exchange program which I sponsor 
and arrange with the Plainfields Chap-
ter sending two South Plainfield High 
School Italian language students to  host 

families in Bergamo, Italy to attend their 
high school for 10 days was cancelled in 
April due to the pandemic. I have spoken 
to several Italian language teachers at a 
few NJ high schools that told me how 
difficult it is to teach Italian language 
to young students virtually by internet. 
One of the important missions of UNICO 
National is to preserve and promote 

Italian Studies, including language 
and Heritage.  UNICO has always played 
an important role in promoting the Ital-
ian language studies in universities, high 
schools and middle schools. We have the 
possibility of budget cuts at high schools 
and universities in the coming year. We 
must speak out if we hear of proposals 
to cut any Italian language programs in 
our schools. With the National Conven-
tion cancelled, please encourage your 
chapter and district to consider a por-
tion of your annual National Foundation 
donations to be earmarked specifically 
for Italian Studies. 

Although this year we have received 
no grant requests due to the pandemic, 
we expect many grant requests going 
forward. It is especially important to 
have funds available for these requests 
to fund special Italian Studies projects. 
As always, I look forward to hearing 
from you concerning any suggestions 
for future Italian Studies projects. 

You can send an email to me at: an-
thony@bengivenga.com My cell phone 
number is listed in the UNICO directory.
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

A message
from

Sal Benvenuti 

UNICO National currently has 
two chapters in Florida: Greater 
Tampa Bay and Highland Beach. 

We are looking to start new 
chapters in Orlando and Naples. 

For more information, contact: 

Florida I District Governor 
Frank LoRe Jr. 

franklore0046@hotmail.com
201-401-1077

Expansion Director
Joe Nasello 

JMNasello@aol.com
201-394-0793

RUTHERFORD, NJ

The past few months have been very 
challenging for everyone including UNI-
CO National due to the Coronavirus. By 
late March we had to close the Nation-
al Office due to restrictions imposed by 
the Governor of New Jersey. We have 
recently reopened the office with regu-
lar business hours on June 8, 2020. Due 
to the pandemic, we had to cancel both 
our Mid-Year Board of Directors Meet-
ing in St Petersburg, FL and our National 
Convention in Ft Myers, FL.  

On May 9, 2020 we held a Special 
Meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) 
via phone conference with 68 members 
of the BOD attending. Since we could 
not hold our Convention, the BOD de-
cided to leave all National Officers in 
place for another one-year term. In ad-
dition, all National Awards will also be 
suspended for this year.  

We are aware that chapters have not 
been able to meet in person due to the 
social gathering restrictions. Some chap-
ters have been using Zoom to host virtu-
al meetings. The lack of meetings and 
the ability to hold fund raisers certainly 
has had a negative impact on our orga-
nization. For that reason it was decided 
to extend the payment date for National 
dues to December 31, 2020. We know 
some of our members may have been 
impacted by the pandemic, however 
we asking to please stay the course and 
support our organization with the pay-
ment of your dues.

During these very trying times, we 
must not let our guard down. There is 
a tremendous movement to remove Co-
lumbus statues and eliminate Columbus 
Day as a National Holiday.

By maintaining our membership, we 
are in a much better position to combat 
this onslaught.  If any chapter has any 
questions/concerns, please contact the 

National Office and we will be glad to 
help. I hope everyone in your UNICO 
family is well and look forward to seeing 
everyone (in person) again soon.

Rutherford UNICO hosted their 34th An-
nual Senior Luncheon at the Kip Center. 
Seventy-five guests enjoyed spaghetti, 
meatballs and all the trimmings.

Pictured: The Senior Luncheon Brigade

Rutherford UNICO Senior Luncheon 
Head Chefs L to R: Vinnie Laborim, Gabe 
Basile, Nick Iocca

Andreas Preinfalk, Grandson of PDG Nick 
Iocca, entertains guests at the Ruther-
ford Chapter Senior Spaghetti Dinner.
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CARBONDALE, PA

WETHERSFIELD, CT HACKENSACK, NJBLOOMFIELD, NJ

Wethersfield member Nick D’Eramo, 
utilizing his company Triple Stitch, made 
hundreds of signs available for residents 
to show their appreciation to the front 
line workers during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Chapter President Morris 
Borea also made a donation for addi-
tional signs. 

Bloomfield UNICO Interns, on behalf of 
the chapter, dropped-off donations of 
much needed toiletries to the Bloom-
field High School’s Corona Home Front 
Project bins. The Home Front Project 
was organized by the high school faculty 
to help those in need in the community. 
Member Michael DiMasi, a teacher at 
the high school, was responsible for co-
ordinating the Bengal Toiletry Kit Drive 
project. The Toiletry Kits collected will 
be donated to three local shelters.  Pic-
tured Left to right: Interns Anna Hara-
ka, Joelle Gonnella, Rosa Marfia, Chase 
Elias and Mia Scollo. 

The Carbondale Chapter provided meals 
for local Emergency Room staff and first 
responders of Regional Hospital, Moses 
Taylor Hospital and Geisinger Medical 
Center of Scranton, PA. They also do-
nated pizza and soda to all the First Re-
sponders.

L-R: Kelley Worsnick Regional Hospital 
director of ER, Pierre Mancuso of Petti-
nato’s Restaurant in Carbondale, Sharon 
Noyack Regional Hospital ER nurse and 
Terri Pettinato, chapter president.

KEYSTONE, PA

Hackensack Chapter member Elide 
Marino, when she realized there was 
a need for masks, took out her sewing 
machine and made nine hundred to 
date. They went to hospitals in Newark, 
Texas, Connecticut, Florida, and New 
Jersey. Thanks for your dedication to 
our frontline workers.

The Keystone Chapter donated $500 to 
the UNITED WAY of Lackawanna County 
as the third of their four part COVID-19 
Initiative to the Lackawanna Valley 
during this pandemic. 

Pictured:  In the picture at United Way 
from left are Michele McDade, Keystone 
UNICO Fundraising Committee; Mary 
Ann Coviello, Keystone UNICO President 
Elect; Gary Drapek, President and CEO 
of the United Way of Lackawanna Coun-
ty; and Mark McDade, Keystone UNICO 
Corresponding Secretary.   

GREATER RAMSEY, NJ

PNP Rick D’Arminio and wife Manuela 
D’Arminio met Harris Recht of Ramsey 
Responds, and the owners of Chocolates 
with Love: Marc and Michele Cestaro 
who donated chocolates and specialty 
candies. Harris said that there are ap-
proximately 110 families in need locally 
who they are assisting with food baskets 
due to the pandemic and the addition of 
chocolates brightened up those baskets.
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HIGHLAND BEACH, FL VERONA, NJBLOOMFIELD, NJ

On April 20,  Arturo’s and That’s Amore 
restaurants started delivering food ev-
ery day at 9AM to the Soup Kitchen of 
Boynton Beach. The restaurants alter-
nated days of delivery. The trays of food 
were broken down to feed the people 
waiting at their doors and also deliv-
ered to the needy shut-ins daily. This is 
a fine example of what UNICO stands 
for “SERVICE ABOVE SELF”. The $5000 
donation was made by members Ray 
and Paula Mignone. The board asked 
the membership to donate to keep this 
going as long as possible and an addi-
tional $3,000 was raised to date. They 
are helping their friends at Arturo’s and 
That’s Amore along with the people that 
depend on the Soup Kitchen.

Rockaway Township UNICO donated hot 
lunches to the doctors and nurses at St. 
Clare’s Hospital ER in Denville, NJ. The 
lunches were prepared by Ferraro Italian 
Foods in Parsippany, NJ. Shown in the 
center of this picture, giving the food to 
the ER staff, is member Dana Ferraro Ilic, 
who is also the author of the book “The 
Sunday Gravy...You Call It Sauce, I Call It 
Gravy”, as well as her Dad Tony Ferraro.

Enrique Zuanetto from the Soup Kitchen, 
Vincent Gismondi, Arturo’s Boca Raton,
Enco Tufano

LIVINGSTON, NJ

Verona UNICO has continued to sup-
port the Verona community, our first 
responders and healthcare workers. Do-
nations of $500 each have been made to 
the Verona PBA, Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and First Aid Squad. Bella Gente 
(where meetings are held) and Miele’s 
(which donates desserts to the Gravy 
Dinner) each produced over 50 meals 
which were delivered to Mountainside 
Hospital on April 23, 2020 and to St. 
Barnabas Medical Center on Saturday, 
May 2, 2020. Please visit the Verona 
UNICO Facebook page for photos.

Giuseppe and Natasha, That’s Amore  
Boynton Beach

President Kevin Francione presenting a 
donation to Margie Heller VP of Com-
munity Health at St. Barnabas Hospital. 
The Livingston chapter donated towards 
the purchase of iPads so that quaran-
tined patients can communicate with 
loved ones. After the pandemic these 
can be used by hospitalized children for 
games and activities.
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KEYSTONE, PA

ISLIP/SMITHTOWN, NY

PITTSFIELD, MA

The Islip/Smithtown Chapter delivered 
meals to the front line workers at two 
nursing homes in their area during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. With the help of 
restaurant Villa Olivetti they were able 
to serve dinner to the nurses and all the 
front line workers at Saint Catherine Re-
habilitation and Nursing Home, as well 
as Our Lady of Consolation which is affil-
iated with the Good Samaritan Hospital 
in West Islip.

CONNECTICUT

BRISTOL, CT

A coordinated effort by all of the Con-
necticut UNICO chapters and Districts 
resulted in a $3250 donation to Food-
share, Inc. Foodshare is the regional food 
bank serving Connecticut’s Hartford and 
Tolland counties, where 118,000 peo-
ple struggle with hunger. Wethersfield 
member Al Marino, who is Foodshare’s 
Corporate and Community Giving Man-
ager said “Thanks so much to all of you 
for supporting Foodshare during this 
crisis. Your response certainly reinforc-
es our motto of “Service Above Self”. It 
makes me proud to be a Unican!”

The Bristol Connecticut chapter donat-
ed 48 boxes of pasta to the Zion Meals 
For Neighbors food pantry. Bob DeLuzio, 
Chapter President made the donation.

The Keystone Chapter donated $500 
to Saint Patrick’s Parish Food Pantry to 
help fund the needs of the Lackawanna 
Valley community during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. From left are Tom Gallagher, 
St. Patrick’s Food Pantry Co-ordinator; 
Reverend Richard Fox, Pastor of Saint 
Patrick’s Parish; Frank Coviello, Presi-
dent of Keystone; and Michele McDade.

Pittsfield member Pete Vacchina helped  
spread the word of hope during the 
Pandemic. Pete used the sides of cinder 
blocks as canvas for mosaics that read 
“2GTHR”. To create the mosaic, he ce-
mented pieces of broken tiles and mir-
ror. Then he drove to 26 locations where 
people were making a meaningful con-
tribution to the community. One was 
displayed  at Ditore Motors owned by 
MA II District Governor Wayne Ditore.

UNICO National
“Service Above Self”

UNICO NationalJuly 202012



GREATER RAMSEY, NJ

PDG Ron Targrove and Greater Ramsey’s 
newest member Marie Anaya delivered 
102 meals to the medical staff at Holy 
Name Medical Center in Teaneck, NJ.

WATERBURY, CT

Pictured with a $2000 check donation 
for the St. Vincent DePaul Mission are 
Waterbury member and 4th generation 
Unican, Dawn Maiorano with SVDPM 
Director of Development and Public Re-
lations, Edwin Rodriguez.

COMUNICO RULES AND GUIDELINES

The following are ComUNICO Rules that 
must be strictly adhered to in order for a 
Chapter and/or a Committee’s submissions 
to be included in an issue of ComUNICO:

1. Each Chapter is limited to 300 words per 
issue. This includes the number of words in a 
column and captions.

2. The only titles to be included in captions 
are for National Officers and Chapter Presi-
dents. Do not identify other Chapter Officers 
by title.

3. If more than 10 people appear in a picture, 
do not identify each of them.

4. Abbreviations are not to be used. The only 
title to be abbreviated is Vice President (VP).

5. All articles and captions are to be submit-
ted in Times New Roman font, 11 point font 
size and in black.

6. Photo File Name should be identifiable to 
the corresponding caption.

7. A Chapter is allowed a maximum of six 
pictures per issue for a regular event. 

8. All award recipients (ie. Scholarship, 
Brian Piccolo) should be included in one 
picture. Do not send multiple pictures from 
an event with one recipient per picture.

9. Only pictures attached to an e-mail will 
be accepted. Pictures embedded in an e-mail 
will be returned to the Chapter and not in-
cluded.

10. All submissions should be sent to co-
mUNICO@UNICO.org. Submissions sent 
to any other office e-mail address will not 
be included.

11. The deadline for submissions is 5:00 PM on 
the designated day. 

12. Photos coming in after a holiday will not 
be included in the next issue, if deemed to 
be untimely. ComUNICO should reflect the 
current time of year.

13. Articles cannot contain copy righted 
materials. All articles must be original and 
completely written by the person  submit-
ting the article. An article compiled from 
information that was cut and pasted from 
other sources is considered plagiarism. 

The following are ComUNICO Guidelines 
for a Chapter to follow:

1. Photos should be sent in landscape not 
portrait form.

2. Do not send in blurry pictures.

3. Review all submissions prior to sending 
for grammar and punctuation.
 

MANCHESTER, CT

Manchester President Peter Miller re-
ports that the chapter donated $5000 
to the Manchester Area Conference of 
Churches food pantry. He challenged 
other local organizations to match the 
donation because of the struggles ev-
eryone is encountering during the pan-
demic.

Manchester sent a check to the Con-
necticut Children’s Hospital to purchase  
additional Angel Eyes. They are closed 
circuit cameras so that parents, grand-
parents, etc. can see their child in the 
NICU without being able to visit at the 
hospital. They donated $10,000 which 
enabled them to purchase 4 cameras.

Don’t forget 
to visit the UNICO 

website for the latest news
 and information:

UNICO.org

UNICO National July 2020 13



PITTSFIELD, MA

MONTVILLE, NJ BLOOMFIELD, NJ

Day of Service, Act of Kindness

WATERBURY, CT

The Coronavirus pandemic stripped 
our nation of gatherings, exciting expe-
riences, and ceremonies. UNICO chap-
ters had to postpone many meetings 
and special events, our National Day of 
Service being one. 

However, the Bloomfield Chap-
ter refused to allow this crisis to stop 
them from promoting Service Above 
Self. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
our nursing homes have faced extreme 
hardships. Our beloved senior citizens 
are being well cared for, but who has 
been looking out for the passionate staff 
dedicated to keeping our loved ones 
safe and healthy? 

That is where the Bloomfield Chapter 
stepped up. As a way to show apprecia-
tion, the Bloomfield Chapter teamed up 
with the Bloomfield High School Glam-
ourGals, an organization that provides 
manicures and socializing to local senior 
citizens, run by Bloomfield’s Chapter In-
tern, Anna Haraka. 

Anna coordinated the Day of Service 
event by contacting a local deli, Bloom-
field’s Best Bagels, and arranged for a 
delivery of fresh sandwiches, salads, 
chips, and drinks, all individually pack-
aged to prevent cross-contamination. 

On April 26th, Job Haines Nursing 
Home staff enjoyed a delicious lunch, 
complements of the Bloomfield Chapter 
and the Bloomfield High School Glam-
ourGals. 

This event not only showed appreci-
ation for essential workers, and support 
of our local businesses, it provided yet 
another example of how Bloomfield 
UNICO is empowering young leaders to 
take initiative and make a difference in 
the lives of others. 

Montville President Jim Scannelli re-
ported that the chapter donated $3000 
worth of restaurant gift cards to the out-
reach program and food pantry of St. 
Peter’s Church to help feed the hungry 
in this time of need. 

The Pittsfield Chapter donated an Amer-
ican Flag to a 24/7 temporary homeless 
shelter. Chapter member US Army vet-
eran, Al Bertelli, proudly raises the flag. 
The shelter is located in the former St. 
Joseph Central High School that was 
converted to help during the pandemic.

The Waterbury chapter’s Local Charities 
Committee, chaired by Dr. Joanne D’An-
gelo, donated $6000 to the local food 
banks. The chapter usually donates to a 
wide spectrum of local charities but due 
to the extreme need they saw during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, they decided to 
donate everything to the three Water-
bury Food Banks/Pantries and to Daily 
Masses.

Pictured with a check for the Salvation 
Army are Waterbury President- Elect, 
Francine Nido and Captain Jina Bang of 
the Salvation Army

Pictured with Greater Waterbury Inter-
faith Ministries check are Mayor for the 
Day Chair, William DeMaida with Exec-
utive Director of GWIM, Barbara Dublin

Pictured with ORTV check are Fran Du-
rante, Tony Purcaro, and Father John 
Gatzak.
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Save the Date! 
Convention 2021 

(formerly Convention 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa 
17260 Harbour Pointe Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33908 
 
 

New Dates 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 through Sunday, July 25, 2021 

Save the Date! 
Convention 2022 

(formerly Convention 2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

InterContinental New Orleans 
444 St. Charles Avenue 

New Orleans, LA  70130-3106  
 
 

New Dates 
Wednesday, July 27, 2022 through Sunday, July 31, 2022 



A $1,000 Scholarship was presented to 
Gabriella Parise who will attend Wilkes 
University majoring in nursing. Pictured 
from left are Sandy Collins, Scholarship 
Director; Gabriella Parise; Frank Coviel-
lo, Keystone UNICO President; and Mary 
Ann Coviello, Keystone UNICO President 
Elect.

KEYSTONE, PA

Dunmore’s Keystone UNICO awarded 
their 2020 scholarships. The scholar-
ships are based on the student’s GPA, 
hours of community service, having 
been accepted to a school of higher ed-
ucation and their school’s recommenda-
tion.

A $1,000 Scholarship was presented to 
Michael Hannah who will attend the 
University of Pittsburg majoring in busi-
ness. Pictured from left are Frank Coviel-
lo, Keystone UNICO President, Michael 
Hannah, and Sandy Collins, Keystone 
UNICO Scholarship Director.

WATERBURY, CT

In his last public appearance before the COVID-19 restrictions were placed, Presi-
dent Frank and First Lady Linda attended the Italian Corned Beef Dinner sponsored 
by the Waterbury Chapter. Joining them were UNICO Members from NJ, NY, MA 
and CT along with 400 hungry supporters. This annual celebration of both St. Pat-
rick and St. Joseph featured a full Corned Beef Dinner buffet served with Pasta e Fa-
giol and traditional St. Joseph’s Day Zeppole. The Waterbury Chapter is happy they 
decided to hold the event despite the beginning of the pandemic. As Queensboro 
UNICO Member Fr. Lou stated, “The only people in the country that celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day were the Italians in Waterbury”!   

First Lady Linda DeFrank, President 
Frank DeFrank, Event Chair Francine 
Nido, and Presidential Aide Gene Madd-
alena and wife Michele.

PNP Tom Vaughan, Waterbury President 
Frank Travisano, and President Frank 
DeFrank

President Frank DeFrank installed new 
member Alexandra DeGirolamo at the 
event.

Staffing the takeout order table are 
members Bob Gerace and Bianca Dan-
iels, along with Italian language student 
volunteers from Kennedy High School  
Anthony Rybczyk, Tesi Till, and Nataly 
Topolosci.

President Frank DeFrank and Event 
Chair Francine Nido, a PDG and Founda-
tion Trustee.
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In Memoriam:  
John DiNapoli
UNICO Foundation President 2004-2019

John DiNapoli 80, of Parsippany NJ, was taken from this world too soon as a result 
of the Covid-19 virus, on April 7, 2020. John was born May 2,1939 to Antoinette 
(nee Fastiggi) and Angelo DiNapoli in Montclair, NJ. He was the oldest of their 
three sons.

After graduating from Montclair High School Class of 1956, John went on to 
a long and successful banking career starting with Montclair National Bank, 
which became American National Bank, Horizon Bancorp and finally Chase. He 
married his wife, Angela (nee Pomarico) in 1962. John resided in Montclair until 
1974 when he moved his family to West Orange, eventually settling in Parsippany 
in 2004 with wife Angela. John was a graduate of the ABA Stonier Banking School 
at Rutgers University.

An avid sports fan, John frequently attended Montclair High School Football 
games as well as being a season ticket holder of the New York Football Giants 
since 1959, when the team still played at Yankee Stadium. John was also a huge 
New York Yankees fan and had much interest in basketball, golf, horse racing, 
boxing and hockey.

A proud and valuable member of the Orange/West Orange Chapter of UNICO 
National, John served as Chapter President from 1988-1990. He served as District 
Governor from 1992-1994 and was named the Chapter’s Man of the Year in 1998. 
In 2011, John was awarded the very prestigious Anthony P. Vastola Award in a 
lavish ceremony in Washington, D.C. He served as UNICO Foundation President 
for many years. He remained active and involved in the organization up until his 
passing.

John is survived by Angela, his beloved wife of 57 years; son, John Jr. of Roselle 
Park, and two daughters, Diane Butler and her husband, Anthony of East Hanover, 
and Carol Surdi and her husband, Peter of Whippany. He also leaves behind 8 
loving grandchildren Diana, John III, Danielle, Thomas, Brianna, Anthony, 
Christine, and Gina. He is also survived by two brothers in law, three sisters in 
law, nieces, nephews and numerous cousins. John is predeceased by his parents 
and two younger brothers, Joseph and Frank DiNapoli.

“John will be remembered by many as 
a colleague, mentor, true UNICAN  and
most importantly a great FRIEND. John 
was a calm but strong and steady leader; 
a loyal UNICAN with irreproachable 
integrity who was a great example to 
all of us!” 

— Dr. Frank DeFrank, 
UNICO National President

“I served with John on the Board of 
Trustees of the Foundation for 17 years 
and had the pleasure of experiencing 
his dynamic leadership. He was a true 
gentlemen but more so a fond friend 
for over 30 years. He will be missed by 
all of UNICO” 

—John Alati, 
UNICO Foundation President

John was a leader, and a dedicated 
member serving on numerous com-
mittees. John will be missed by all as 
a friend, and always a gentleman. A 
scholarship from the Orange-West 
Orange chapter will be presented in 
his name. John, we love and miss you. 
You will always be in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

— The Orange-West Orange chapter
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MONTVILLE, NJ

KEYSTONE, PA HAZLETON, PAGARFIELD, NJ

Dunmore’s Keystone Chapter donat-
ed $500 to Bread Basket of NEPA. This 
is the second of four similar donations 
that are part of our initiative to help 
fund the needs of our Lackawanna Val-
ley community during this COVID-19 
Pandemic. Pictured from left are Sandy 
Collins, Keystone UNICO Board Mem-
ber; Frank Coviello, Keystone UNICO 
President; Phoebe Wilson, Executive Di-
rector, Bread Basket of NEPA; and Bob 
Collins, Keystone UNICO COVID-19 Ini-
tiative Chairman.

Garfield UNICO presented eleven $1000 
scholarships via Zoom. It was recorded 
and is available here: https://youtu.be/
Q5Wi7fDdK44. The chapter also donat-
ed $500 to a Garfield family that lost its 
young father to COVID.

During the pandemic Hazleton UNI-
CO showed strong support to the Great-
er Hazleton Area. The Wilkes-Barre 
chapter generously matched funds so 
they could extend relief to this hard 
hit area. Hazleton is so grateful to Wil-
kes-Barre for their financial help and it 
also showed the great ties that our UNI-
CO families share.

Hazleton decided to target food 
banks. They donated to Valley Food 
pantry, Meals on Wheels, Catholic So-
cial Services Food Pantry and helped 
develop and operate a weekly food dis-
tribution of both hot meals and a bag of 
life sustaining food. They also distribut-
ed gas cards to the volunteers that help 
deliver food to those who are unable to 
get to the food pantries.

The chapters donated N95 masks 
to Police Officers and Funeral Directors 
that were working without protection. 
They also donated restaurant gift cards 
to local employees of Lehigh Valley 
Hospital Hazleton in the maintenance, 
housekeeping and security depart-
ments. These individuals have difficult 
jobs that became much more dangerous 
with the pandemic. The gift cards also 
help generate revenue for local small 
businesses.

At the March meeting District Governor 
Vince Palumbo presided over the annu-
al feast of St. Joseph. This beautiful pre-
sentation was sponsored by the Mont-
ville chapter. Attending were Executive 
Vice-President Steven Pelonero, Nation-
al President Dr. Frank De Frank, Past DG 
Gene Maddelena and Vince Palumbo.PITTSFIELD, MA

Even in these trying times the Pitts-
field chapter managed to support the 
community. The City of Pittsfield has 
an “Adopt a Park” program where vol-
unteers adopt a park within the city 
and provide care and maintenance. The 
chapter adopted the Veterans’ Memori-
al Park and provides yearly painting and 
maintenance of several benches in this 
area. Member Pete Vacchina heads up 
this effort with assistance from Robby 
Bianco and Pete Massacani.
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BLOOMFIELD, NJ

Group picture: Anna Haraka inducted 
into the chapter as a Youth Member.  

L-R Alan LaQuaglia, Rosa Marfia, Mi-
chael Sisco-President

The Bloomfield Chapter presented six 
scholarships and two Brian Piccolo 
Awards to Bloomfield High School recip-
ients at their homes. The decision was 
made to visit each recipient in lieu of 
the Chapter’s 50th Annual Dinner which 
had to be cancelled due to COIVD-19 re-
strictions. Although not the usual cele-
bration, the recipients and their parents 
were grateful to the chapter for their ef-
forts to create this special evening. Also, 
two Senior Interns were inducted into 
the chapter as Youth Members: Anna 
Haraka and Rosa Marfia who both re-
ceived scholarships.

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

L-R Alan LaQuaglia, Anna Haraka, Mi-
chael Sisco - President

Greater Westfield UNICO held a successful food drive for the Westfield Food Pantry 
at the Holy Trinity School in Westfield, NJ on Saturday June 20, 2020.  Nonperish-
able food and toiletries were collected to replenish the depleted food bank during 
the Coronavirus lock down. Monetary donations were also received totaling $400.

L to R. President Rich Esposito; Vinnie 
Tomasso; Robert Tarte; District Gover-
nor Anthony Bengivenga

Left to right: Incoming V.P. Myriam Re-
strepo; District Governor Anthony Ben-
givenga; Sam Della Fera; Bob Tarte; Pres-
ident Rich Esposito; PNP Ann Walko.

Left to right Chapter President Rich Es-
posito; NJ District X Governor Antho-
ny Bengivenga; Tony Valles;  PNP Ann 
Walko

District Governor Anthony Bengivenga 
(kneeling) and Chapter President Rich 
Esposito (standing) display one of the 
signs for the Food Drive.

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NJ

Marena Lobosco, a chapter member and an Italian teacher at Point Pleasant Beach 
High School, reports that the chapter’s 80 youth members put together a video 
thanking First Responders. Marena is also the Advisor for the youth members. The 
video is available on the Point Pleasant Beach UNICO Facebook page.
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HILLSBOROUGH, NJ

Top photo: President Nate Santaromita 
presents the plaque. 

Bottom photo: District Governor Antho-
ny Bengivenga, Nate Santaromita, Jo-
seph Sasso, Massimo Sasso, Mrs. Joann 
Sasso, Mariann Cialdella, Mike Giorda-
no, and Elaine Jackson.

Massimo Sasso was given the Brian 
Piccolo Award for 2020 by the Hillsbor-
ough Chapter. The award is given to 
high school student athletes of Italian 
American heritage who exhibit the qual-
ities modeled by Brian Piccolo in his life 
and career (courage, friendship, loyalty, 
teamwork, dedication, sense of humor 
and anti-bias). Massimo has played 
Hillsborough High School Soccer earn-
ing the Mayoral Proclamation for an 
Outstanding Season. The Hillsborough 
Chapter congratulates Massimo as he 
pursues his career as a teacher and con-
tinues coaching soccer and basketball.  
Along with the Piccolo Award Plaque, 
Massimo was given a $1000 scholarship 
for his continued education. 

Free UNICO Magnets and Decals for members
Did you see the notice from National President DeFrank 

announcing that UNICO was providing, free of charge to every member,  
a car magnet or window decal with the UNICO logo?

Dear Chapter Presidents, 
In an effort to promote the UNICO National name, the Executive Committee 
has agreed to order magnets and decals with the UNICO logo for all of the 
membership.  
The magnets can be placed on the bumpers of vehicles while the decals are 
for use in a window. The decals are self-adhesive non-permanent.   
The magnets and decals will be free to each member, but the National Office 
is asking to defray the cost of shipping. You can order either the magnets or 
decals or any combination of  both for each member in your chapter.  
Please contact the national office if you are interested. 

WETHERSFIELD, CT

Wethersfield UNICO created a program 
during the pandemic that provided as-
sistance to local establishments and the 
residents most affected by the virus. 
Working with restaurant owners and 
the town’s Social Services Department, 
custom $25 coupons were created and 
distributed to people when they went 
to the food bank. They were good for 
area restaurants that participated in 
the program. The resident would order 
food and be able to pay with the cou-
pon. The restaurant owners would then 
submit the coupons to UNICO for reim-
bursement. $5000 was allocated for this 
program.

DISTRICT X NEW JERSEY

NJ District X Governor, Anthony Bengi-
venga and Vietnam Air Force Veteran 
Jim Werner proudly hold the UNICO 
Banner in front of the John Basilone 
monument.

On Memorial Day PNP Ann Walko and 
District Governor NJ X Anthony Bengi-
venga held ceremony at the monument 
dedicated to World War II Marine hero 
John Basilone in Raritan, NJ where a 
wreath was placed and flags planted. 
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Sparta UNICO member Frank Cutrone 
is an Army First Lieutenant currently 
deployed overseas in the Middle East 
with his battalion from Fort Drum, New 
York. Lieutenant Cutrone is a 2014 grad-
uate of Pope John XXIII High School in 
Sparta and a 2018 graduate of Fordham 
University where he completed his un-
dergraduate studies and ROTC training.  
Our thoughts and prayers stay with 
Frank and we look forward to his safe 
return.  Frank’s Dad, Nick, is also a long-
time member of Sparta UNICO who con-
tinues to support his Chapter Family.  

The Queensboro chapter donated over 
$1000 in gift cards to Transfiguration-St. 
Stanislaus Parish in Maspeth. The gift 
cards were purchased from Key Food on 
Grand Avenue by Queensboro UNICO 
and donated to the parish to assist fam-
ilies in need that have been impacted by 
Covid-19 and related crisis relief efforts. 
Pictured from left to right: Gaspare Mis-
tretta President, Msgr. Calise, Anthony 
Nunziato and Michael Mucaria.

SPARTA, NJ

Hazleton installs Donna Delehanty as 
President. Outgoing President Angelo 
Porrecca congratulates her.

98th Annual
UNICO

National Convention
New Dates!

July 21-25, 2021
Fort Meyers, FL

The Saddle Brook Chapter donated 
$1000 to the Saddle Brook Ambulance 
Corps for all that they have done during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

SADDLE BROOK, NJ

HAZLETON, PA QUEENSBORO, NY

DISTRICT IV NEW JERSEY

NJ District IV presented its past District 
Governor Scholarship award in honor 
of Steve Pelonero, National Executive 
Vice President. The $1000 scholarship 
was given to Ben Kressaty of Wayne 
Hills High School. Also attending: Steve 
Calantone current NJ IV DG, Sal Ingalli-
na, National Membership and Retention 
Director, and PNP Joe Agresti who is the 
N.J. IV scholarship Co-Chair.
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NATIONAL YOUTH CHAIR GRACE GYNN, POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NJ

INVOLVING YOUNG PEOPLE IN UNICO

After being involved with UNICO 
youth groups over the past 15 years, 
here are some ideas to share with all 
chapters on involving young people with 
UNICO National.

First, you need one or two members 
to volunteer to be leaders/chairpersons 
of these groups. We started with for-
mer educators but now have the Italian 
teacher at each high school organizing 
and meeting with students in our local 
area. It is crucial to initially invite all Ital-
ian teachers at the high school and mid-
dle school level to your chapter meetings 
and events. Then get them so interested 
in UNICO that they join as regular mem-
bers. We also reached out to church 
groups and CCD teachers, but to have 
active members involved proved more 
effective. The Italian teachers can then 
form their own “Italian UNICO club” We 
call them Junior UNICO which meets on 
their own and plans their own events 
and fundraisers. These students can also 
participate in our Chapter events when 
applicable. We have found it necessary 
to include a minimal amount in our 
yearly budget designated for 
the Junior Chapter. This way 
they can attend dinner meet-
ings etc. at a reduced rate.

Please keep in mind if you 
work with the high schools, 
especially public schools, you 
cannot exclude non-Italian 
American students from join-
ing. Hence why they are not 

officially ACES. Benefits from this being 
that other ethnicities not only learn to 
appreciate our culture and language—
but this also helps to break down neg-
ative stereotypes---which was probably 
the only side most young people are ex-
posed to.

Invite young people to participate 
in your heritage nights, Columbus ac-
tivities, and April Community Service 
Day.  High school students need hours 
of community service on their resumes 
and it helps them on all scholarship ap-
plication forms.

The Point Pleasant Junior Chapters 
have been growing enormously over 
the past several years—with over 90 

students actively in-
volved. They have their 
own meetings, officers 
and fundraisers but 
also join ours as well. 
An easy one to do is a 
Clothing drive.  Regular 
members and students 
can collect and drop 
off items at their con-
venience. We usually 
work around Thanksgiv-
ing weekend so college 

students, who are official UNICO Youth 
members are home and can also partici-
pate. A highlight of the year is the UNICO 
October Heritage Night Dinner. The Ju-
nior Chapters plan and present the eve-
ning’s activities. Our chapter plans the 
dinner and invites the community and 
National officers, but the students speak 
(in Italian) and perform different cultur-

al presentations. Led by their teacher 
leaders, students also involve everyone 
attending in singing Italian songs or par-
ticipating in games in Italian. In addition, 
both groups raised money that night for 
Italian Studies by a fun raffle and selling 
their own Italian American Cookbook. 
For the last few years this has been an 
extremely successful event. Just ask 
President Frank De Frank and past Pres-
idents and VPs who have attended. As 
an added bonus, several of the parents 
who came to heritage night joined our 
membership-and local newspapers fea-
tured UNICO and Junior UNICO in their 
articles.

Finally, these student members are 
eligible for the local scholarships our 
chapter awards each year. Based on a 
Point system which includes community 
and school activities, hours of participa-
tion in UNICO events are especially val-
ued.

In June all our Junior Chapter stu-
dents are invited to the Point Pleasant 
UNICO Scholarship dinner, whereby 
they see their fellow classmates receive 
not only a scholarship-but also free 
membership in UNICO National.

Although these young people be-
come incredibly involved in their teens, 
we often lose them during their twen-
ties and thirties. But hopefully the mes-
sage and good work of UNICO has been 
instilled in them, so they return one day 
to perpetuate UNICO National for the 
future.

Please contact me at grace@gynn.
net if you would like more information.
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Any members interested in 
signing up for a Constant Contact 

account under our partnership 
can sign up through this link 

http://www.constantcontact.com/
index.jsp?pn=uniconational

Please Support
 ComUNICO’s Sponsors

HILLSBOROUGH, NJ

(L to R): District Governor Anthony Ben-
givenga, Pres Nate Santaromita, Miss 
UNICO Alyssa Freda, Mariann Cialdella, 
Mike Giordano, and Elaine Jackson

PEQUANNOCK, NJ

Each school year, Pequannock do-
nates multiple scholarships to students 
graduating high school in pursuit of a 
college education as well as from eighth 
grade into high school. 

This year congratulations go to Si-
erra Klaassens for earning this year’s 
Pequannock UNICO PTHS scholarship. 
Pequannock UNICO President, Ed Lam-
oureaux, presents a check in the amount 
of $1,000 to Ms. Klaassens, who will be 
attending Stony Brook University this 
Fall. Ms. Klaassens intends to major in 
Psychology. 

L to R: District Governor Anthony Bengi-
venga, Steve Monte, Josephine Abrascat, 
Massimo Sasso, Joseph Sasso, Rene and 
Frank DelCore, Carl and Dianne Suraci

In their first meeting since the pandemic 
started eight new members were sworn 
in at an outdoor meeting. In addition, 
Miss UNICO 2019-20, Alyssa Freda, was 
given a $1000 scholarship during the 
event.

PLAINFIELDS, NJ

Chapter President Bob Bengivenga is re-
cuperating from Quintuple bypass sur-
gery that he endured on March 20, after 
suffering a heart attack in Fort Myers, 
Florida. He is now out of the hospital 
and home, looking well for having gone 
through that kind of surgery. Bob thanks 
everyone for their well wishes.

Chapter President Leo Sperrazza reports 
that the Wilkes Barre chapter has donat-
ed $15,000 in pandemic relief funds to 
various organizations in the area. This 
includes a $5000 donation to Hazleton 
UNICO, as Hazleton was hit particularly  
hard.

WILKES BARRE, PA

The Deadline for the 
September 2020 issue is 

August 25, 2020
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              GIFT                                               PERSONAL SUBCRIPTION 

SEND TO 

NAME:   ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________________________________________ 

Check Type of Payment:    Check (Payable to UNICO National)                                                                                                                                              
         Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard, AMEX, Discover)    

CARD NUMBER:  _______________________________________________________________ 

EXP. DATE:  ____________________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________________ 

NAME ON CREDIT CARD:  ____________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to give ComUNICO as a gift or know anyone who is  
not a member of UNICO National and would like to  

receive a subscription, 
ORDER TODAY * 5 ISSUES * ONLY $25 

 

Please complete this form and mail to the address below with your payment or  
call the UNICO National Office with your credit card information. 

Fairfield Commons, 271 US Hwy 46 West, Suite F-103, Fairfield, NJ 07004 
(973) 808-0035, Fax: (973) 808-0043, E-mail: uniconational@unico.org 

GREATER HARTFORD, CT

NUTLEY, NJ

Pictured are Greater Hartford members, 
Tony Gargon, Kurt-Anthony Filosa and 
his daughter, Elise Filosa, and Chapter 
President Mary Joan Picone. 

The chapter purchased much need-
ed snacks; protein bars, socks, and 
t-shirts for the homeless outreach at 
ImmaCare shelter in Hartford and the 
House of Bread shelter clients as part 
of their UNICO Service Day. In response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the chapter 
purchased gift cards from local estab-
lishments First and Last Tavern and The 
Place to Be and gave them to the staff at 
two nursing homes in Hartford: Trinity 
Hill and Alberta Manor.

PASSAIC VALLEY, NJ

The Passaic Valley Chapter held its first 
Zoom meeting due to the Covid-19 so-
cial distancing rules in May. With 22 
members attending, discussed were 
past, current, and future projects. Also, 
$1,500 was donated to a local food pan-
try, St. Agnes Church in Little Falls, NJ. 

DISTRICT X NEW JERSEY

District NJ X Governor Anthony Ben-
givenga (left) and Greater Westfield 
Chapter’s Piccolo Awards chairman, Bob 
Tarte (right), honor the District X 2020 
Brian Piccolo Athletic Awardee William 
Loggia (center) with the Brian Picco-
lo plaque,  as his dad and mom stand 
proudly on each side.  

Under the direction of committee chair-
person, Alan Genitempo, the chapter’s 
scholarship committee reviewed 52 ap-
plications and awarded $33,950 to 25 
recipients.  Congratulations to all the 
recipients and thank you to those who 
participated in the scholarship fundrais-
ers and sponsored scholarships in the 
names of loved ones.

Don’t forget 
The Deadline for the 

September 2020 issue is 

August 25, 2020
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NORTH SHORE LI, NY

At their June 17th meeting, the North 
Shore L.I. Chapter gave out over $8,000 
in scholarship awards. 

This year, the chapter was thrilled to 
have three wonderful new scholarship 
recipients: Cameron Schilip from Nutley 
High School, Arianna Drudi from New 
Hyde Park High School and John Santoro 
from Bethpage High School. 

Unfortunately, due to the current 
quarantine, the chapter was not able 
to run their usual fundraiser events and 
therefore was limited to give the schol-
arship winners a total award of $500 
each. 

The remainder of the money was dis-
tributed to past graduates who were en-
titled to another installment from origi-
nal awards. 

Although they were not able to cele-
brate the recipients with the traditional 
Italian family style dinner, some of the 
North Shore Chapter members joined 
via Zoom, to learn more about these 
wonderful young men and woman and 
to share what they hope to accomplish 
in the future. 

The North Shore L.I. Chapter wishes 
all UNICO brothers and sisters a safe and 
healthy summer!  

An outdoor ceremony was held by NJ District X District Governor Anthony Bengi-
venga swearing in the new slate of officers of the Greater Westfield UNICO Chapter 
while social distancing on June 20 in Westfield, NJ.

GREATER WESTFIELD, NJ

Left to right in photo: Outgoing President Rich Esposito; incoming Vice President 
Myriam Restrepo; Incoming President Alex Costa; District X Governor Anthony Ben-
givenga; Treasurer Tony Valles

The 2020-2021 Greater Westfield Chapter President, Alex Costa, was sworn in and 
installed by Anthony Bengivenga Governor NJ District X and PNP Ann Walko.
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KENILWORTH, NJ

NUTLEY, NJ

On June 16 Kenilworth President Lau-
ra Morana, District Governor Anthony 
Bengivenga, and executive members 
hand delivered the Brian Piccolo Schol-
arship Award plaques to two Kenilworth 
graduates: Nino Principato and Peter 
Siragusa.

WETHERSFIELD, CT

In March long-time Treasurer Tony Schiavone sent an email to Wethersfield mem-
bers asking them if they would match his pledge of $100 to feed essential workers 
during the pandemic. This idea became a major project which raised almost $10,000 
just from member pledges. With several members helping with the coordination, 
the chapter was able to feed several local police and fire departments, ambulance, 
grocery store, and funeral home workers, hospital and Covid-19 testing personnel. 
Local restaurants were utilized to help them also. Below are photos of the front line 
workers and restaurant personnel the chapter was able to assist.

Cathy and Dan Marucci coordinated a 
trip for the Nutley, NJ Chapter to the Cu-
linary Institute in New York.

NUTLEY, NJ

Chapter members join President Lorraine Kucinski (cen-
ter) at the annual Nutley St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  

Dante Contella was awar-
ded the Nutley, NJ Bri-
an Piccolo $1500 male 
scholarship.
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Candidates applying for the highly valued UNICO Foundation Scholarships continue, as expected, to demonstrate excep-
tional qualifications. The academic achievements, extracurricular activities and extraordinary community service projects of 
these young students are remarkable. All candidates are worthy of recognition in their own right. Selecting the awardees was, 
as usual, an extremely difficult undertaking. Congratulations to our participants. Their amazing accomplishments are truly 
impressive.

Scholarship recipients are featured in this issue of ComUNICO (center section) and on the UNICO website. 

To ensure the integrity of our awards, judging is conducted as objectively as possible. Chaired by a Scholarship Committee 
member, but composed of non-UNICAN professionals, Judging Committees in separate locations evaluate entries using pre-
scribed criteria. Mille grazie to those members who guided the judging process:

Review Committee
Gail R. Guy, Lou Pandolfi, Dr. Mary Ann Re

Judging Committee Chairpersons
Anthony Bocchimuzo – Major Don S. Gentile and Alphonse A. Miele Memorial Scholarships
Rose Anne Ceraso-Fritchie – William C. Davini and Alphonse A. Miele Memorial Scholarships
Eugene Santoli – Theodore Mazza and Alphonse A. Miele Memorial Scholarships
Melanie Naro, Esq. – Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Frank De Frank – Dr. Benjamin J. Cottone Memorial Scholarship
Frank Gonnella – Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarships
Pamela Ann Domico – DiMattio Celli Family Study Abroad Scholarship
Santi V. Buscemi – Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship
Nicholas Genchi – Guglielmo Marconi Engineering Scholarship
Grace Gynn – Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship
Glenn P. Pettinato – Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science
Christopher I. DiMattio – Ralph J. Torraco Fine Arts Scholarship
Maria Teresa Morrison – Robert J. Tarte Scholarship for Italian Studies 
                                          Paolo and Maria Alessio Southern Italy Scholarship                                         
Rose Ciarcia – Inserra Scholarships
Salvatore Benvenuti – Eleanor and Anthony DeFrancis Scholarship for Natural Sciences 
Lisa Adubato – Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Special Education
Geri Samuel – Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Therapy Sciences

Special thanks to all Scholarship Committee members for their advice and assistance. Their help is truly valued. 

It is also important to acknowledge the Chapters and Districts that sponsored candidates. Their commitment to encouraging 
students is recognized and appreciated.   

Most of all, I thank all those who have contributed financially. Without your monetary support, we would not be able to con-
tinue our traditional offerings.

The Scholarship Program requires an incredible amount of attention from our National Office staff. I am sincerely grateful 
to Sue for all her help. As always, Sue managed this tremendous responsibility with professionalism, integrity, patience and a 
sense of humor. I thank Sal for his valued guidance. As with all things UNICO, their assistance is vital to our success.

Joan N. Tidona
National Scholarship Director

UNICO National Scholarship Director Report
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Major Don S. Gentile Scholarship
Savannah Leigh Blasdel

Land O Lakes, Florida 

Sponsor: National Office for Florida
Graduated: Land O Lakes High School 
Interest: To pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Science, then to attend medical school 
National Honor Society, AP Scholar with Distinction, Barbara James Service Award

Judged in New York

William C. Davini Memorial Scholarship
William Joseph Monroe Portera

  Memphis, Tennessee 

Sponsor: Memphis, TN Chapter 
Graduated: Manchester High School 
Interest: To pursue a career that helps others, either in medicine or education
National Honor Society, Dean’s Scholar, Rise Against Hunger Volunteer  

Judged in Wisconsin

Alphonse E. Miele Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Jeanne-Ellen Turley

Manchester, Connecticut 

Sponsor: National Office for Connecticut     
Graduated: Malden Catholic High School
Interest: To focus on the study of international relations
Valedictorian, National Honor Society, AP Scholar with Distinction

Judged in New Jersey, New York, Wisconsin

Theodore Mazza Memorial Scholarship
Timothy James Johnson

 Lake Elmo, Minnesota 

Sponsor: National Office for Minnesota   
Graduated: Hill-Murray High School
Interest: To pursue a degree in engineering
National Honor Society, Academic Letter Award, St. Thomas Aquinas Award

Judged in New Jersey
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Scholarship
William James Luden

Chico, California 

Sponsor: National Office for California
Graduated: California State University, Chico, Bachelor of Science, Major: Biologi-
cal Sciences, Nursing                  
To Attend: Sonoma State University 
Interest: Master of Science in Nursing – Family Nurse Practitioner 
Dean’s List, Registered Nurse, Chico Oaks Youth Rugby Coach  

Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Scholarship
Joseph Martin Viviano

 San Diego, California 

Sponsor: Kansas City, MO Chapter
Graduated: University of Kansas, Bachelor of Science in Business, With Distinction                  
To Attend: Willian Jessup University 
Interest: Master in Business Administration/Data Analytics 
President’s Honor Roll, US Navy Active Duty Officer, Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals

Judged in Pennsylvania

Dr. Benjamin Cottone Memorial Scholarship
Luciana Ava Gizzo
West Harrison, New York 

Sponsor: National Office for New York
Graduated: Sacred Heart University, Bachelor of Science, Magna cum Laude, 
Major: Biology, Minor: Chemistry/Italian
To Attend: University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine  
Interest: To pursue an osteopathic medical degree
Dean’s List, Honors Program, President’s Excellence Award

Judged in Pennsylvania  

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Sekinah Ajiboye

Pepperell, Massachusetts 

Sponsor: National Office for Massachusetts
Attending: University of Connecticut School of Nursing   
Degree Objective: Master of Science in Nursing – Neonatal Nurse Practitioner 
Interest: To provide excellent care to my patients, in the hope of ensuring the best 
outcome 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing – Magna cum Laude, Education Counsel, Red Cross 
Volunteer  
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Carla F.R. Benedetto

Aurora, Illinois 

Sponsor: National Office for Illinois
Attending: DePaul University 
Degree Objective: Master of Science – Generalist Nursing    
Interest: To help people every day, and to make a true difference in our society 
Dean’s List, Award of Excellence, Peace Corps Health Volunteer 

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Shamease Jacquelyn Cooper

Lake Mary, Florida 

Sponsor: National Office for Florida
Attending: University of South Florida
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing  
Interest: To be an advocate and educator for my patients, ensuring them the best 
possible outcome
Dean’s List, Resident Assistant, Peer Coach

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Sara DiMaggio
Brooklyn, New York 

Sponsor: National Office for New York
Attending: St. Francis College  
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing  
Interest: To Become a Registered Nurse and work in the Pediatrics, Neonatal or 
Labor and Delivery Departments
Dean’s List, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, St. Frances Cabrini Church Cate-
chist

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Maureen Alexandra Johnson

Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Sponsor: National Office for Minnesota
Attending: St. Catherine University 
Degree Objective: Master of Science in Nursing
Interest: To help individuals walk toward wellness by advocating for quality health-
care
Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering, Dean’s List, Award for Excellence in 
Patient Care 
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Phyo Kyaw Myo

Springfield, Virginia 

Sponsor: National Office for Virginia
Attending: Marymount University 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing  
Interest: To become a Naval Nurse Corps Officer, thereby making a positive im-
pact on Sailors and their dependents 
Dean’s List, Bachelor of Science in Health Services Management-Cum Laude, Navy 
and Marine Corps Commendation Medal 

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Catherine Marie Pietrafesa

Burlington, Connecticut 

Sponsor: National Office for Connecticut
Attending: Southern Connecticut State University 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Interest: To work in a Critical Care Unit, and late to pursue a Doctorate of Nursing 
Practice
Dean’s List, Patient Care Assistant at YNHH, Student Nurse Intern at YNHH

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Giulia Randazzo

Milton, Delaware 

Sponsor: National Office for Delaware
Attending: University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Interest: To become a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner
Dean’s List, National Italian Honor Society, Vittorini Prize for Excellence in Ad-
vanced Italian

Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Jessica Marie Smith

Hampden, Massachusetts 

Sponsor: Springfield, MA Chapter 
Attending: University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Interest: To further my education, so I can combine medical tools, personalized 
care and compassion toward improving people’s lives
Dean’s List, UMass Student Nursing Association, UMass Nurse Ambassador
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Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Jasmine Wise
 Oakland, California 

Sponsor: Springfield, MA Chapter 
Attending: University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Interest: To further my education, so I can combine medical tools, personalized 
care and compassion toward improving people’s lives
Dean’s List, UMass Student Nursing Association, UMass Nurse Ambassador

Judged in New Jersey

Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship
Giorgia Maria Rita Cozzo

Chicago, Illinois 

Sponsor: National Office for Illinois
Attending: Marquette University 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Arts in Performing Arts and Speech Pathology 
Anticipated Graduation: May 2023
Caprese of Language

Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship
Megan Chiara Johnson

   Carrollton, Virginia 

Sponsor: National Office for Virginia
Attending: University of Virginia 
Degree Objective: Bachelor of Arts 
Anticipated Graduation: May 2023
Un Cuore Verde, Bianco, e Rosso

Judged in New Jersey

Robert J. Tarte Scholarship for Italian Studies
Nicholas Pierre Clarizio

Arlington Heights, Illinois 

Sponsor: National Office for Illinois
Attending: Michigan State University  
Major: French/Italian Studies   Minor: Peace and Justice
Interest: To continue my commitment to Italian Studies, in order to develop a bet-
ter understanding of the language and culture 
Dean’s List, National Honor Society, Sirianni Award tor Italian Studies
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship
Bianca Lauren Mazzarella

Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Sponsor: Wilkes Barre, PA Chapter
Attending: Pennsylvania State University 
Major: Economics  
Interest: To attend law school, achieving a juris doctorate with a specialty in inter-
national law  
Dean’s List, Schreyer Honors College, Paterno Fellowship Program 

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship
Alison Johnson Rini

Ramsey, New Jersey 

Sponsor: Greater Ramsey, NJ Chapter 
Attending: Fordham University
Major: Italian Studies/English             
Interest: To pursue a degree in Italian Studies
Dean’s List, West Wing Scholar, Research Assistant for the Italian American History 
Initiative Judged in New Jersey

Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science
Austin Mitchel Stankowski

Plover, Wisconsin 

Sponsor: National Office for Wisconsin
Attending: University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
Major: Biochemistry- Pre-Med
Interest: To continue on to medical school, with the intention of helping others get 
back to where they need to be 
Dean’s List Highest Honors, National Honor Society, Student Ambassador

Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science
Gabriela Tactuk
Englewood, New Jersey 

Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey 
Attending: Ramapo College of New Jersey
Major: Biology  
Interest: To become a physician, dedicated to positively impacting the health of 
others 
Dean’s List, Ramapo College Honors Program, Biology Lab Teacher Assistant 

Judged in Pennsylvania
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UNICO National Scholarship Recipients

Ralph J. Toracco Fine Arts Scholarship
Robert Anthony Raso

Conway, Pennsylvania 

Sponsor: National Office for Pennsylvania               
Attending: Eastman School of Music
Major: Voice Performance  
Interest: To become a professional opera singer
Bachelor of Arts with Honors-Carnegie Mellon University, School of Music Depart-
mental Award, Sigma Alpha Honor Society   

Ralph J. Toracco Fine Arts Scholarship
Trevor William Cepeda Stephney

   Rockaway, New Jersey 

Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey
Attending: Montclair State University
Major: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Filmmaking    Minor: Business  
Interest: To focus on film making, confident in the knowledge that my passion and 
commitment to the art form will allow me to succeed 
Honor Roll, Creative Talent Award, Short Film Award–Newark International Film 
Festival Judged in Pennsylvania

Guglielmo Marconi Science Scholarship
Nicolas Pietro Moriello

Old Bridge, New Jersey 

Sponsor: Elizabeth, NJ Chapter 
Attending: The College of New Jersey 
Major: Mechanical Engineering    Minor: Electrical Engineering 
Interest: To pursue a career as a professional engineer 
Dean’s List, Design Showcase Team Award, Trenton Area Soup Kitchen Volunteer  

Judged in New Jersey

Mario and Paolo Alessio Southern Italy Scholarship
Bianca G. Hammer
 Wethersfield, Connecticut 

Sponsor: National Office for Connecticut
Attending: Mount Holyoke College
Major: Political Science   
Interest: To continue my studies of Italian language and Italian culture
National Honor Society, High Honor Roll, USFSA Figure Skating Gold Medalist

Judged in Delaware
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Inserra Scholarship
Maggie Lauren O’Brien

Farmington, New York 

Sponsor: National Office for New York
Attending: SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry
Major: Environmental Studies – Natural Systems Applications
Interest: To pursue my interest in environmental studies and use my writing skills 
for effective science communication 
Dean’s List, Alpha Xi Sigma Honor Society, Presidential Award

Inserra Scholarship
Ashley Ann Vitiello

Saddle Brook, New Jersey 

Sponsor: Saddle Brook, NJ Chapter
Attending: Montclair State University 
Major: Family Science & Human Development, Teaching Students with Disabilities
To Attend: Montclair State University
Interest: To be an outstanding educator, working with special needs students 
Dean’s List, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, Project Linus Volunteer   

Judged in Connecticut 

Eleanor and Anthony DeFrancis Scholarship For Natural Sciences
Christopher Paul Boretti

Crofton, Maryland 

Sponsor: National Office for Maryland 
Attending: Columbia University
Major: Economics
Interest: To commission as an officer in the United States Marine Corps 
Bachelor of Science in Finance – University of Maryland, College Park  
Dean’s List, Columbia University Named Scholar, Columbia Naval ROTC- Marine 
Option Midshipman  Judged in New Jersey 

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Special Education
Kristin Marie Bonshock

Phoenixville, Pennsylvania 

Sponsor: National Office for Pennsylvania               
Attending: Millersville University of Pennsylvania
Major: Early Childhood/Special Education  
Interest: To help people with disabilities find their voice and use it to show the 
world what they are capable of
Presidential List, Studies Support Coach for Students with Disabilities, Study Bud-
dies Tutor 
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Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Special Education
Veronica Kathleen Monetti

Nutley, New Jersey 

Sponsor: Nutley, NJ Chapter
Attending: Montclair State University 
Major: Psychology  Minor: Musical Theater  
Interest: To create an extremely positive and inclusive environment for my stu-
dents, while making learning fun and engaging 
Dean’s List, MSU Presidential Scholar, MSU Dance Company

Judged in California

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Therapy Sciences
Carmen Michela Crocitto

Hauppauge, New York 

Sponsor: National Office for New York
Attending: University of Central Florida 
Major: Communication Sciences and Disorders  
Interest: As an educator, I want to encourage and inspire my students to reach 
their goals 
Dean’s List, President’s Honor Roll, Gables Home for Adults Volunteer 

Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship for Therapy Sciences
Alyssa Marie Jankowski

Bellmawr, New Jersey 

Sponsor: National Office for New Jersey               
Graduated: Cabrini University
Degree: Exercise Science and Health Promotion/Psychology
To Attend: Gwynedd Mercy University  
Interest: Master of Science in Occupational Therapy   
Dean’s List, Presidents List, Special Olympics Volunteer   

Judged in Pennsylvania
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Acknowledgements
“Dai il giusto merito a chi e dovuto”

“Give credit where credit is due.”

This saying, as did so many popular adages, originated as an Italian proverb.

The strength of our traditional scholarships depends on the support of our members. In fact, these programs could not con-
tinue without the assistance of Chapters, Districts and individuals who have contributed to the fund.

Since scholarships are paid out using the interest generated by the corpus account, supplemented by donations, member par-
ticipation is essential. If monies coming in are not sufficient to cover costs, we are forced to invade the corpus. It has happened 
in the past. Obviously, should this situation reoccur, our program would be seriously jeopardized. In recent years, through the 
generosity of our members, we have successfully supported our offerings. A continued increase in participation will ensure 
that our scholarship program remains secure.

Following the 2019 convention, a number of Chapters, Districts and individuals have contributed to the Scholarship Fund. To 
“Give credit where credit is due,” we want to recognize these dedicated UNICANS. 

“Mille Grazie” to the following Chapters/ Districts/ Individuals:

Montville, NJ     Kearny, NJ   
Queensboro, NY    Saddle Brook, NJ
Rutherford, NJ     Saddle Brook, NJ, NJ Ladies
Waterbury, CT     Passaic Valley, NJ
Scranton, PA     Milwaukee, WI
Nutley, NJ     Orange / West Orange, NJ
Clark, NJ     North Shore, LI, NY
Verona, NJ     Highland Beach, FL
New Jersey District VII    Westwood, NJ
Scotch Plains/Fanwood, NJ   Plainfields, NJ
Hackensack, NJ     Hazelton, PA
Greater Ramsey, NJ    Delaware District I

Monica Viana, Kathi Strozza, Lou Pandolfi, Barry DeMaio
Donation on Behalf of Lee Norelli’s Family
Donation in Memory of Dr. Amaldo Apolito by Adriana Ocello    
                                                                         
Of course we are not done. Grazie to those planning to donate; we look forward to hearing from you. I strongly encourage all 
others to join us. Do what you can, but please do something. As we work together, to provide scholarships to deserving stu-
dents, we continue Dr. Vastola’s vision to promote academic excellence. And the “credit” is all yours!

Joan Tidona, SD
National Scholarship Director
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GREATER WESTFIELD, NJORANGE/WEST ORANGE NJ GREATER TAMPA, FL

Greater Westfield Chapter President 
Richard Esposito, 2nd from left and Gov-
ernor NJ District X Anthony Bengivenga 
present the District X 2020 Brian Piccolo 
Athletic Award to Westfield High School 
Senior William Loggia who is a graduat-
ing senior at Westfield High School. The 
original awards banquet was canceled 
to the Covid-19 lock down. 

Greater Tampa President Michael Sa-
lierno leads a chapter meeting held via 
Zoom during the quarantine. Also par-
ticipating in the meeting are National 
President Frank DeFrank, Executive Vice 
President Steve Pelonero, Executive Di-
rector Sal Benvenuti, and New Jersey X 
District Governor Anthony Bengivenga.

At the February general meeting the 
Orange-West Orange Chapter included 
a Murder Mystery program with live ac-
tors included during dinner. All members 
present participated in the program and 
group tables participated with the clues 
to solve who the killer was. It turned out 
to be an exciting and interesting evening 
of surprises, entertainment, and a great 
conclusion to the meeting. Greater Westfield UNICO officers pre-

sented a $1500 scholarship to Westfield 
High School Senior Andrew Principato 
on June 25, 2020 at his home. Left to 
right in photo: NJ District X Governor 
Anthony Bengivenga; Andrew Princi-
pato; Chapter President Rich Esposito; 
Scholarship Committee Robert Tarte.

ST. JOE’S MONTVALE, NJ

Before the pandemic restrictions, St. Joe’s ACES, through the Adopt-a grandparent 
program, visited and played bingo with the residents at the Woodcliff Lake Manor 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. A great time was had by all!

Submit your quality photos 
to: comunico@unico.org

Pictures and captions are 
only as good as what you submit!
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SHARE YOUR ENTHUSIASM!  
 

 Join Us Today!

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNICO National is the largest Italian 
American Organization in America.  
With over 125 local Chapters in 20 
states, with more being formed, we 
have an unparalleled track record of 
giving that dates back to 1922.

Through the UNICO Foundation we 
donated annually to cancer and Cool-
ey’s anemia research, mental health 
initiatives, and scholarships. 

Through our many National Award 
Committees we present awards in 
sciences, military services, athletics, 
and literature.

Through our Anti-Bias Committee 
we promote positive images of Ital-
ian Americans and battle negative 
stereotypes.

If you are looking to celebrate your 
heritage, serve your community and 
build lifelong friendships, UNICO 
National is the organization for you! 
    
To find out more, call 973-808-0035 
or visit www.UNICO.org
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Review by Diane Beni, Livingston Chapter

The son of Italian immigrants, Alessio is professor emeritus of sociology and an 
author of two other books. This is his novel. Parts of the book are based on his-
torical events relating specifically to the immigration of the two main characters 
and other parts/people are fictious. This combination allows the author to create 
a richly detailed story that represents the Italian experience from Italy to the 
United States.

The story starts with Lorenzo, an 18 year-old Calabrian who makes a long journey 
to attend a recruiting event sponsored by Eastern Penn Railroad. The American 
company promises free, safe passage to the United States, a job, all tools needed 
and a company-provided apartment. For Lorenzo, and most of the men from 
small mountain towns in Calabria, this was more than a job and a way to support 
their families, it would be an adventure. 

The reality of an immigrant’s life in America was far from the one described. The 
hours were long, the pay poor and the living conditions squalid. After being paid 
for the first time, the company gave the workers a bill for the expenses to bring 
them to the US and created a situation where all items had to be purchased from 
the company store. 

Contrasting the beauty of Calabria with the grit of life in America underscores 
how the immigrants were still in poverty, but in a land with no sense of commu-
nity nor family. Disillusionment and exploitation did not deter Lorenzo. He even-
tually finds Mariella, and the two of them create a life together and navigate a 
hostile anti-immigrant environment to support their family. Their Calabrian roots 
help them overcome obstacles so their children can thrive. 

A passage in the book that expresses the pain that Italian immigrants experienced 
in the early part of the 20th century:

Italians didn’t label themselves. The United States government projected labels 
onto them, and those labels were spun in negative ways to increase public dis-
trust and animosity toward Italians. Terms like “socialist” were used to strike 
fear into the minds of the general public. Italian immigrants were only con-
cerned about protecting their fundamental cultural values relating to fairness 
justice and family. Yet, neighborhoods were raided, deportations occurred, and 
many lives were ruined.”

Lorenzo’s story is the story of many of our ancestors who left Italy to be part of 
the success that was America. We are all a result of their struggles and owe it to 
them to remember their sacrifices and to ensure that we keep their spirit alive in 
subsequent generations. 

BOOK REVIEW: 
WITH TEARS AND LAUGHTER
An Immigrant Voyage

By John C. Alessio
Sponsor of the UNICO Maria and Paolo Alessio Southern Italy Scholarship

For more information, 
or to purchase the book go to 

www.john-c-alessio.com
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In Memoriam:  
Joseph Anzalone

Joseph Emil Anzalone, June 4, 1929- 
February 21, 2020. Joseph Anzalone of 
West Orange died peacefully at home 
on Feb.21, 2020. 

Joe was a member of the Or-
ange-West Orange Chapter of UNICO 
National and the American Legion. Joe 
was a member of the UNICO chapter for 
48 years joining in 1972. He was chapter 
president 1975-1976, chapter person of 
the year 1996, a member of the board 
of trustees 2017-2018.

Joe was active till he passed, a Senior 
Argento member. He spent years as a 
delegate to the conventions and spent 
years with his creativity working along-
side the chapter’s very active ladies 
auxiliary creating center pieces for their 
fashion shows and tricky trays.

Joe’s wife of nearly 60 years, R. Bar-
bara (LaSardo), and sister Toni Anzalone 
predeceased him. He leaves behind his 
daughters Linda Woolley of Bethesda 
Maryland, Carole Anzalone-Newman,of 
South Orange, N.J., MaryJo DeFrank of 

In Memoriam:  
Arnold Boido

Members of West Springfield UNI-
CO are heartbroken over the loss of our 
member and wonderful friend Arnold 
Boido, who died on April 24, 2020 at the 
age of 100. Arnold is one of the more 
than 85 residents of the Holyoke Sol-
diers Home in Holyoke, Massachusetts 
to lose their lives to the coronavirus. 
Our friend Arnold was a kind, generous, 
humble man who always placed the 
needs of others above his own. Arnold 
joined West Springfield UNICO in 1979 
at age 60. On his 100th birthday on 
July 31, 2019, more than 200 relatives, 
friends, and veterans gathered at the 
Soldier’s Home to help Arnold celebrate 

Arnold with Betty McCabe- Pandolfi, 
West Springfield Chapter President, 
Carm Sananiello, and Tony Anziano.

South Orange, N.J. and Nancy Anzalone 
of  San Diago, California. Joe also leaves 
7 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchil-
dren. Joe graduated from the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy at Kings Point, 
N.Y. and served in the U.S. Navy. 

He created and led a successful busi-
ness, Thermco, in Clifton, N.J. A gentle-
man at all times he will be missed by all, 
for his wisdom, creativity and leader-
ship.

his milestone birthday. UNICO Nation-
al proclaimed the day as Arnold Boido 
Day. As stated in the Proclamation, Ar-
nold was always one of West Springfield 
UNICO’s most dedicated members, and 
he could always be counted on to per-
form chores and duties other members 
declined to do, such as washing dishes 
at suppers. Arnold was a WW II U.S. 
Navy Veteran and served from 1939 to 
1946. During the war, he served in both 
the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters. Arnold 
entered the service as a basic Seaman 
and was promoted through the ranks to 
achieve Warrant Officer. After the war 
Arnold co-owned and operated Boido 
Construction Company of West Spring-
field where they built a multitude of 
housing and apartment projects. Arnold 
and his wife Alda celebrated their 73rd 
anniversary in March 2018. Alda passed 
away on January 13. 2019. The UNICO 
family sends its deepest condolences to 
Arnold’s son Tom and his wife Lynn.
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New Jersey District IX Piccolo Awards
New Jersey District IX congratulates their 2020 Brian Piccolo Award Winners. These scholar athletes have excelled through-

out high school, and have distinguished themselves amongst their peers. While COVID-19 prohibited the annual dinner cel-
ebration,  Piccolo Co-Chairs: Gerry Heytink and Pete Alianello, worked with the committee to deliver the placques to each 
winner. The District is comprised of  Chapters from Westwood, Cresskill, Paramus, Woodcliff Lake, Greater Ramsey, and St Joe’s 
Montvale. 

Alyssa and Kirsten Brown
Pascack Hills High School

Anne Mioli
Cresskill High School

Gianpaolo Colannino 
Cresskill High School

Isabella Dellagatta
Park Ridge High School

Haley Fasano
Westwood High School

Brianna Galeazza
Emerson High School

Kyle Jacobs
Paramus High School

Jake Ciocca
Pascack Valley High School

Michael Del Grande
Pascack Hills High School

Olivia Molinari
Ramsey High School

Shane Stewart
St. Joe’s High School

Travis Botta
Ramsey High School
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West Springfield MA Celebrates
50 Years of “UNICO” Building

Few West Springfield residents are fa-
miliar with the history and the reason why 
a municipal building prominently bears the 
name of West Springfield UNICO.

UNICO’s West Springfield chapter was 
formed in August 1966 by 27 charter mem-
bers.  Since that time the majority of West 
Springfield UNICO’s charitable efforts have 
historically centered around improving the 
lives of area special needs individuals, as 
well as promoting and embracing Italian 
culture and heritage.  

Shortly after West Springfield UNICO 
formed in August of 1966, charter member 
John Pandolfi proposed the construction 
of permanent structure to benefit West 
Springfield’s special needs children. Pandol-
fi’s vision was for the chapter to completely 
finance and construct a building in a remote, 
undeveloped section of Mittineague Park 
that would be used for the Town’s special 
needs summer camp. Expecting a negative 
response, he was greeted with a collective 
“When do we get started?”  

There was, however, one dissenter in the 
room, member John Negrucci, owner of the 
former Negrucci Construction Company. As 
a building contractor, Negrucci was keenly 

aware of the obstacles the members would 
encounter with such an ambitious project. 
“You guys are crazy” Negrucci told his fellow 
members, “it is impossible – you are all hav-
ing an impossible dream.” Despite his mis-
givings they voted to proceed and appoint-
ed Negrucci and Pandolfi co-chairs of the 
project.  The members wives held numerous 
pasta e fagiole dinners, pancake breakfasts, 
spaghetti and meatball suppers, dances, and 
picnics to raise funds. As word of the project 
spread, donations poured in from the West 
Springfield business community in the form 
of lumber, brick, nails, cement, and money.  

For three long years members of West 
Springfield UNICO worked every weekend 
under Negrucci’s expert guidance to con-
struct the building. When representatives 
of UNICO National visited the site in the Fall 
of 1969, they were so impressed that they 
purchased and delivered the front doors as 
a gift. During an emotional dedication cere-
monies on June 28, 1970, attended by more 
than 200 citizens and dignitaries, then-chap-
ter President John Pandolfi announced that 
the Building was free and clear of all debts 
and its key was presented to Park & Recre-
ation Commissioner Howard Fife.

The project was the first of its kind in the 
annals of UNICO National, and the relatively 
small West Springfield UNICO had done it.  
In 2014, after nearly two years of construc-
tion at a cost of approximately $1.4 million, 
the UNICO Building was transformed into a 
four-season, multi-use recreation center.

The original framed blueprint was do-
nated to the Town by UNICO member Betty 
McCabe-Pandolfi and is displayed in the rear 
foyer area of the Building. Last year, West 
Springfield UNICO also installed a trophy 
case in the Building’s parking lot entrance. 
The case holds UNICO artifacts and photo-
graphs of many deceased UNICO members 
involved in the Building’s construction.   

In conjunction with the 50th anniversa-
ry of the UNICO Building, West Springfield 
UNICO has pledged to work with the Park & 
Recreation Department to make improve-
ments to the area connecting the UNICO 
Building and the Altamont Property. Pos-
sible improvements consist of a gazebo or 
cooking area donated by UNICO. According 
to chapter President Carmino Santaniello, 
“our charter members got things started in 
1970 by constructing the Building, followed 
later by members who installed the swim-
ming pool in 1996. Now it’s time for our cur-
rent membership to put its own mark on the 
property.”  Santaniello added, “West Spring-
field UNICO is committed to working with 
Park & Recreation Commission and Director 
Vicky Connor to improve this beautiful rec-
reation area for use by future generations.”

AN “IMPOSSIBLE DREAM” REALIZED
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NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL — (1X) 
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, 
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immacu-
late Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor me in this 
necessity. There are none that can with-
stand your power. Oh show me herein 
you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have re-
course to thee. (3X) Holy Mother, I place 
this cause in your hands. (3X) Holy Spirit, 
you who solve all problems, light all roads 
so that I can attain my goal, you who gave 
me the divine gift to forgive and forget all 
evil against me and that in all instances 
in my life you are with me, I want in this 
short prayer to thank you for all things 
as you confirm once again that I never 
want to be separated from you in eternal 
glory. Thank you for your mercy toward 
me and mine. (Say this prayer three con-
secutive days and after three days, your 
request will be granted. Publication must 
be promised.)

CO, AD, SLP, IZ, JFM, FP. SMG, JRD, 
EG, JG, JP, JGR, MR, SCM, JD, CJN, 
JCS, Anon., RV, JRD, KCM, AP, SL, 
MRM, AH, JP, JNN, AC, LG, PVM, 
GJA, RMN, JLAN, JCS, JPC, JM, AS, 

JP, JN

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin

TO OFFER A PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER 
send a Check for $20, made out to UNICO and 

your initials to:
ComUNICO Prayer

271 US Highway 46 West 
Suite F-103

Fairfield, NJ 07004 
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NationalSTARTERS

NIAF TO HONOR FAUCI  

The National Italian American Foundation will present its 2020 Leonardo da Vinci Award for Leadership 
in Health and Science to Dr. Anthony S. Fauci. As a physician with the National Institutes of Health, Fauci 
has served as one of the nation’s foremost authorities on infectious diseases for more than half a century. 
He was appointed director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in 1984 and has 
advised six presidents on domestic and global health issues. He has been at the forefront of U.S. efforts 
to contend with viral diseases like HIV, SARS, the swine flu, MERS, Ebola and the new COVID-19. “Dr. 
Fauci is very proud of his Italian-American heritage and credits his heritage with the values that guide 
him today,” NIAF Chairman Patricia de Stacy Harrison says. (niaf.org)

CIAO, NEW HAMPSHIRE!  

Mary Ann Esposito’s Ciao Italia brand now graces a newly opened restaurant 
in Durham, New Hampshire. The PBS culinary icon and Fra Noi columnist 
signed a licensing agreement with restaurateur Doug Clark to open Ciao 
Italia Ristorante + Mercato. In operation since June, the eatery has been 
thriving despite the pandemic. In keeping with the state’s social distancing 
regulations, the restaurant has five tables available for outside dining as well 
as curbside pickup for online orders. When indoor seating is permitted, an-
other 40 percent of the establishment’s 106 seats will be available. The 
restaurant is complemented by a market that sells Italian goods like dry 
pasta, breads, meats and cheeses. A partnership with the University of New 
Hampshire’s hospitality program will help fulfill the enterprise’s mission as 
a “teaching restaurant,” according to Clark.

MUSICAL MEDICIS 
The D’Addario Foundation has announced a second round of 
college scholarship recipients. Ten students from foundation 
grantee programs will be supported for four years with schol-
arships that help cover the cost of college expenses. Nine of 
the recipients are among the first generation in their families 
to attend college. Among them are Keldy Pernaranda, a 
drummer from Grand Rapids, Michigan; Amy Chen, a violinist 
from Chicago; and Michael Rodriguez, a pianist from Phoenix. 
The current round of awards brings the total number to 20. 
Founded more than 30 years ago by legendary guitar string 
makers John Jr. and Jim D’Addario, the D’Addario Foundation 
is dedicated to partnering with community programs that use 
music education as a vehicle for positive social change.  

MOBILE MONUMENT  

It popped up in Times Square in the middle of the night and was gone by 
daybreak: a statue of a man in protective medical garb kneeling on a giant 
heart with his arms open toward heaven. A tribute to the doctors and nurses 
battling on the front lines of the war against the coronavirus, “COVID Hero 
Monument” is the brainchild of Sergio Furnari. “As an artist, I felt compelled 
to make a contribution during this difficult time,” said Furnari, who was born 
in Caltagirone, a Sicilian town known for its colorful, handcrafted ceramics. 
The mobile monument also appeared outside of Presbyterian Hospital in 
Manhattan, earning applause from the doctors who work there. It’s currently 
touring the United States with Furnari as its chaperone.
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How could readers resist being se-
duced by the endless enthusiasm this au-
thor brings to her subject? Although 
Dianne Hales has not a drop of Italian 
blood, she’s devoted a good portion of 
her life to mastering the Italian language 
and immersing herself in all aspects of 
Italian culture as part of that effort. The 
result is a charming book 
that not only sings the 
praises of that enchanting 
tongue but also gives 
readers a quick glance at 
the many aspects of Italy 
that have contributed so 
much to making our 
world a better and more 
beautiful place. 

Readers expecting a 
conventional “how I 
learned to speak Italian” 
narrative, replete with 
humorous errors, linguis-
tic stumbles and sugges-
tions for how to improve 
one’s fluency, may be sur-
prised to find that the scope of this book 
is much more ambitious. It’s not another 
memoir focusing on the author’s long 
road to becoming fluent in a foreign lan-
guage. Hales goes well beyond her gushy 
title and offers brief but colorful 
glimpses of Italian history, literature, po-
etry, art, music, film and food. There are 
also chapters devoted to love and to 
cursing Italian style. In each chapter, she 
offers sketches of the personalities in-
volved. We get to know, for example, a 
bit about Dante the man, not just his po-
etry, and Pietro Aretino, the buongustaio 
as well as the writer who raised pornog-
raphy to an art form. In each section, the 
author relates these diverse subjects to 
the unique qualities of the Italian lan-
guage. 

To be able to dance lightly over so 
much ground requires a lot of study and 
research, but Hales accomplishes it with 

by Judith Anne Testa

a degree of sprezzatura (the appearance of 
effortlessness) that would do a Renais-
sance noblewoman proud. Her writing is 
never pedantic, and if she occasionally 
errs on the side of overly enthusiastic, 
that’s a forgivable excess given her obvi-
ous love for the subject. 

Despite my enjoyment of the book, I 
had a couple of quibbles. 
Although her enthusi-
asm for Italian is laud-
able, at times it seems 
more like a 25-year ob-
session. Does this 
woman have any other 
interests? What impact 
did this passion have on 
her family? (She’s mar-
ried and occasionally 
mentions a daughter.) 
What about her friend-
ships? Does she have 
friends? She never men-
tions any, other than 
those made while pursu-
ing her passion for the 

Italian language. She drags her faceless, 
mostly mute but evidently cooperative 
husband along on her repeated and ex-
tended trips to Italy. She lets readers 
know she doesn’t lack for money, drop-
ping the names of 5-star hotels and men-
tioning luxurious apartments, privately 
rented Tuscan villas with servants, 
crewed sailing excursions and fancy 
restaurants, in addition to a succession of 
private tutors, suggesting her mastery of 
Italian didn’t come cheap. 

Even with this indirect bragging, 
Hales ends her book on a note of humil-
ity. She confesses to being flustered and 
uncomprehending when faced with a bar-
rage of what I call “teletype Italian” from 
an impatient store clerk when she didn’t 
offer the woman the correct change. Now 
there’s an experience just about any 
American who has ever been in line at a 
grocery store in Italy can relate to! 

Che bella  
      lingua!

Italian, handcrafted by poets and 
wordsmiths, embodies its native speak-
ers’ greatest genius: the ability to 
transform anything — from marble to 
melody, from the humble noodle to life 
itself — into a joyous art. English, like 
a big black felt-nosed Magic Marker, 
declares itself in bold statements and 
blunt talk. Italian’s sleek, fine-pointed 
quill twirls into delicate curlicues and 
dramatic flourishes. While other 
tongues do little more than speak, this 
lyrical language thrills the ear, be-
guiles the mind, captivates the heart, 
enraptures the soul, and comes closer 
than any other idiom to expressing the 
essence of what it means to be human.

LA BELLA LINGUA 
My Love Affair With Italian,  

The World’s Most  
Enchanting Language 

by Dianne Hales 
 

■ PAGES: 311          

■ COST: $10 (PAPERBACK) 

■ ISBN: 978-0-7679-2770-3 

■ BUY: Amazon.com

 ▲ DIANNE HALES ▲ 

   EXCERPT From the Book

Books REVIEWS
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Modern showbiz has often paired the 
silent with the loquacious: Groucho and 
Harpo Marx, Penn and Teller, and pop 
stars Captain & Tennille. While Toni Ten-
nille was outwardly vivacious, “Captain” 
Daryl Dragon let his fingers do the talk-
ing. The keyboard work on “Love Will 
Keep Us Together” showed off Dragon as 
dexterous, melodic and playful to the 
point of giddy exuberance. 

It was a 1975 love song for the ages: 
a fun, upbeat marital 
salute from a soon-to-be 
husband-and-wife team. 
How many wedding re-
ceptions have featured 
it since? You might as 
well ask how many 
times deejays played 
the song while it spent 
four weeks at No. 1, be-
came the top-selling 
record of the year and 
captured a Record of 
the Year Grammy. 

Not bad, consider-
ing the song came from 
Captain & Tennille’s debut album. Mean-
while, fans wondered — and still do 45 
years later — who was that quiet guy 
with the nautical hat? Why did he wear 
the hat to begin with? And who elevated 
him to the rank of captain? 

We’ll get to those answers soon. But 
Daryl Dragon, who passed away in Janu-
ary at age 76, didn’t come by his musical 
prowess and artistry by accident. His fa-
ther, Carmen Dragon, was the son of Ital-
ian immigrants and an Oscar-winning 
conductor, composer, and arranger for 
radio and film, who amassed 75 albums 
to his credit. Would the music bug bite 
his son? Boy, did it ever. 

Daryl shot to prominence as a key-
boardist for the Beach Boys in the late 
1960s and early ’70s. Still in his 20s, he 
so impressed founding member Mike 
Love that Love nicknamed him “Captain 

Keyboard.” “He was the ultimate key-
board player who blessed our stage for 
several years,” Love commented after 
Dragon’s passing. “Daryl was an unas-
suming genius, unassuming but never 
aloof.” 

Yes, but he was definitely eccentric. 
Shortening his nickname to “The Cap-
tain,” Dragon donned a sailor’s hat and 
rarely took it off for the cameras at the 
height of his popularity. Later, after a 

botched hair transplant, 
Dragon refused to re-
move it even at home. 

In 2014, Dragon’s 
various obsessions and 
growing isolation moved 
Tennille to divorce him 
after 39 years of mar-
riage. Still, she was at his 
side when he died. 

Even after the spot-
light faded, the twosome 
could turn on the charm, 
as they did when this 
writer interviewed them 
in 2007 upon the release 

of four Captain & Tennille TV specials on 
DVD. Typical of their banter: 

Carlozo: You have a Christmas album 
coming out, right? 

Tennille: Yes, it’s called the “The Se-
cret of Christmas.” And you know what 
that is? “It’s not the things you do at 
Christmastime, but the Christmas things 
you do all year through.” Now who said 
that? 

Dragon: Paul McCartney. 
Tennille: Daryl! 
Dragon: Sammy Cahn? 
When that same journalist/musician 

with a soon-to-be-released album asked 
Dragon to critique it, The Captain wrote 
back with more than two pages of thor-
ough notes, praises, criticisms and en-
couragements. 

So much for being the quiet one. 
Rest in peace, Daryl Dragon. 

Taps for      
‘The Captain’

by Lou Carlozo

To the ABCs of 1970s pop radio — 
ABBA, Bread and the Carpenters — 
one must also add those transcendent 
AM idols Captain & Tennille. Their 
earnestness and energy continue to 
shine 40 years after their last hit sin-
gle, “Do That to Me One More Time.” 

That steamy tune graces a collec-
tion spanning the group’s peak years 
on A&M and Casablanca Records — 
and poignantly bookends their first 
hit “Love Will Keep Us Together,” still 
bouncy after all these years. While 
time may never have redeemed  
the musical cringe that is “Muskrat 
Love,” you have to marvel at 
Dragon’s cheekiness in playing a  
synthesizer that emulates two flirting 
rodents. 

All but diehard fans will strain to 
remember many of the 22 songs on 
this compilation — but that’s not to 
say unfamiliar is uninviting. Toni Ten-
nille’s dusky vocals play the ideal foil 
to Dragon’s piano and electronic 
keys. He handles equally well the or-
chestrated and the understated, the 
raucous and the romantic. 

As for the songs you know, they 
more than justify the price of admis-
sion. From their covers of Peter, Paul 
and Mary’s “The Wedding Song” and 
the Miracles’ “Shop Around” to the 
Neil Sedaka-penned smash “Lonely 
Night (Angel Face),” you hear Cap-
tain & Tennille accomplish what few 
performers then or now could: They 
match and even surpass the appeal of 
the original hits and artists. 

ULTIMATE COLLECTION:  
THE COMPLETE HITS 

Captain & Tennille 

MusicREVIEWS
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Wine Wisdom CUISINE

A team of Italian archaeologists re-
cently discovered a beautifully pre-
served mosaic floor under a vineyard in 
the viticultural zone known as Valpoli-
cella. The discovery was made in the 
small township of Negrar, north of 
Verona, on a property that was once the 
site of a Roman villa. It’s not what wine-
makers typically expect to find when 
they tend to their vines. Perhaps most 
surprising are the still-vivid colors and 
intricate detail of the ancient floor that 
began to peek out 12 feet below the sur-
face, also inviting us to dig into the his-
tory of Valpolicella wines. 

The name Valpolicella is of Greek 
and Latin origin and translates meaning-
fully to “Valley of Many Cellars.” Vines 
have flourished in this part of the Veneto 
since ancient times, and there is evi-
dence that the mosaic at Negrar belonged 
to a Roman nobleman who made wines 
in the second century A.D. Located in 
the foothills of the Alps, Valpolicella 
covers about 150 miles of plains and 
sloping hillsides, some rising to an im-
pressive 1,300 feet. The area secured its 
standing in history some 2,000 years ago 
with the construction of a Roman am-
phitheater and other monuments that 
have drawn visitors to fair Verona  
ever since. 

If you’re looking for a bottle of 
Valpolicella, there are five basic designa-
tions to choose from, and all are red: 
Valpolicella Classico, an accessible, 
everyday drinking wine; Valpolicella Su-
periore, aged a minimum of one year in 
oak; Valpolicella Superiore Ripasso, 
known as baby Amarone; Amarone della 
Valpolicella, one of Italy’s top wines; and 
a dessert style Amarone di Recioto.  

Each is traditionally made from a 
combination of native varieties: mainly 
Corvina, with its rich red fruit and a 45 
percent minimum content, and poten-

tially including Rondinella, Corvinone 
and Molinara. 

Modern makers can also add Caber-
net Sauvignon, Merlot and Sangiovese  
to the mix. The entry-level Valpolicella 
wines are lively and fruit-forward, with 
refreshing cherry aromas similar  
to Beaujolais. 

The real power players in Valpoli-
cella are Amarone, Ripasso and Recioto, 
and like their region, they have deep his-

torical roots. In the 1930s, several enter-
prising producers revived a 
3,000-year-old process for making wine. 
Known as appassimento, it involves 
drying the grapes on reed or straw 
mats to concentrate the sugars and 
achieve a raisin-like profile. The 
grapes for modern Amarone come of 
age in well-ventilated lodges over 
four to five months, but the basic 
process has remained unchanged 
over the millennia. The dried 
grapes undergo fermentation  
with 50 percent less water, result-
ing in an intensity of color and 
flavor that is enhanced by addi-
tional aging. 

Amarone is unique in the 
wine world. Rich and raisiny with 
a dry finish, it lasts forever in the 

Classic      
Valpolicella

by Helen Gregory

glass and can cellar for years. Most pro-
ducers will wait to release Amarone for 
five years or more, opting for oak- and 
bottle-aging to round everything out. It’s 
a special occasion wine, whereas Ri-
passo offers a more affordable, still 
boldly flavored offshoot of the original. 
Made by fermenting classic Valpolicella 
with the grape skins left over from 
Amarone — hence the nickname baby 
Amarone — Ripasso is one of the great 
Italian wine values. Reciotto starts out as 
Amarone but does not complete fermen-
tation, leaving residual sugar in the wine 
for a full-throttle dessert style reminis-
cent of candied fruits. It’s a rare and 
wonderful find. 

One wonders which wines the 
Roman owners of the Negrar villa en-
joyed on their mosaic patio. Surely they 
would have appreciated Amarone with a 
local pecorino or a slightly chilled 
Valpolicella on a summer night. Perhaps 
we will unearth more answers as the dig-
ging continues. Thankfully, the current 
owners in Valpolicella are prepared to 
sacrifice some of their precious vines to 
bring the past to light. 

Bertani is a classic producer with a range 
of Valpolicella wines worth exploring in full. 
Bertani Ripasso is 85 percent Corvina with 
dark blackberry and cherry fruit. Full-
bodied and complex, the lingering finish 
recalls the Amarone backbone.

Bertani Valpolicella 
Ripasso 2016

2nd century Roman mosaic found 12 feet 
under a working vineyard in Valpolicella
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two dynamic cultures. I loved my sum-
mers by the sea in Mola, and then, in the 
same breath, I’m deeply grateful for my 
Brooklyn upbringing.” 

So it’s no surprise that Rago’s profes-
sional life, which she shares on screen 
with her 87-year-old Nonna Romana, is a 
warm-hearted expression of the old Ital-
ian saying: “A tavola non si invecchia,” 
which means “At the table, you don’t 
grow old.”  

Launched in 2009, “Cooking with 
Nonna” finds Rago and her maternal 
grandmother, Romana Sciddurlo, demys-
tifying authentic old-world Italian cook-
ing. Streaming on YouTube as well as the 
Amazon, Roku and AppleTV platforms, 
the show is as straightforward as it is 
charming. Usually broadcasting weekly 
from nonna’s basement kitchen in Brook-
lyn, the duo shares easy-to-follow recipes 
for everything from homemade soppres-
sata to cucciddati to arancini to, well, 
you name it. The episodes typically run 

The Nonna       
Whisperer 

10-15 minutes, with each focusing on a 
single dish, and they all have the wel-
coming feeling of a Sunday afternoon 
hangout with cousins thanks to Rago’s 
exuberance and easygoing expertise.  

Rago is sometimes joined by her 
mother, affectionately dubbed Mamma 
Angela, as well as a parade of guest 
nonne, each sharing the mouthwatering 
recipes that keep their families well fed. 
But it’s Nonna Romana, aglow with  
authenticity, sometimes clad in a house-
coat that’ll transport you back to your 
own nonna’s house, who often steals  
the show. 

“I love engaging with Nonna Ro-
mana, my Mamma Angela and all the 
guest nonne. Each of them brings some-
thing unique and special to the experi-
ence,” Rago says. “Nonna Romana 
always taught me that a written recipe 
can never replace intuition, and these 
women share their intuition on camera 
for all of us to see and savor. You can’t 
put it into words, and I love being a 
bridge between the old world and  
the new.” 

Rossella Rago, the culinary entre-
preneur and host of the delightful in-
structional web series “Cooking with 
Nonna,” says her passion for food 
began just as you’d expect — when she 
was a little  
girl looking to lend a hand with Sun-
day supper.  

“I remember spending hours in the 
kitchen just watching my mom, nonna, 
and great aunts all cooking and talk-
ing,” Rago says. “But I was so young 
they wouldn’t let me touch anything.” 

Relegated to “taster” duties, Rago 
proved to be a voracious learner. Born 
and raised in the Bensonhurst neigh-
borhood of Brooklyn, she eventually 
was entrusted with running errands to 
local markets to pick up the Italian in-
gredients her culinary idols would 
transform into chicken Marsala, stuffed 
calamari, lasagna and, as Rago warmly 
recounts, about “14 other accompani-
ments.” 

A first-generation Italian American 
who now lives with her husband in 
Brooklyn’s Bay Ridge neighborhood, 
the 32-year-old Rago recounts how her 
parents emigrated to the United States 
from the small Italian fishing village of 
Mola di Bari, bringing with them a 
trove of recipes passed down from gen-
eration to generation. As she grew up, 
Rago regularly returned to Mola for 
summers with her extended family, 
participating in the city’s annual Sagra 
del Polpo, or Octopus Fest, and learn-
ing to appreciate her dual roots. 

“Growing up Italian American, 
food and family were central to our 
lives,” Rago says. “My upbringing was 
distinctly Italian and American. I actu-
ally had no idea I lived in America 
until I was 5 years old! I feel I was the 
lucky one, though, because I was able 
to experience the depth and richness of 

by Jim Distasio

▲ ROSSELLA RAGO 
Proud of her dual Italian and American 
roots, she has made a career of deli-
ciously blending the two with her 
beloved grandmother by her side.

NewsmakersPEOPLE

Continues on page 50 …

Rosella with Nonna Romana
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Rago graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in Ital-
ian literature, but her fluency and ease 
in front of the camera was apparent at an 
early age. A natural-born entertainer, 
Rago participated in — and won — sev-
eral Italian-American pageants. She has 
been a card-carrying member of the 
Screen Actors Guild and the American 
Federation of Television and Radio 
Artists since the age of 10, and has ap-
peared in several notable films, includ-
ing “The Thomas Crown Affair,” “13 
Going on 30” and “Confessions of a 
Shopaholic.” 

But for Rago, the marriage between 
the performing and culinary arts wasn’t 
mapped out; it evolved over time. 

“I thought I might be an actress or a 
teacher,” Rago says, “but through those 
formative years of navigating different 
jobs and constructs, 
what was most im-
pactful to me were 
those evenings in 
nonna’s basement 
cooking and chatting. 
And the epiphany fi-
nally arrived: ‘Why not 
me, and why not a ca-
reer in food?’” 

Rago completed a 
cooking program at the 
Natural Gourmet Insti-
tute in New York, then 
began putting all the 
lessons she learned at home to profes-
sional use. The year after she launched 
her YouTube channel, she struck public-

ity gold, teaming up with her mother 
and grandmother to win the Italian-
themed episode of the Food Network 
reality TV competition “24 Hour 
Restaurant Battle.” She soon took her 
act on the road, conducting public 
cooking demonstrations and hosting 
Italian-bound culinary adventures, in-
cluding a 2019 jaunt to the Amalfi 
Coast. 

Rago has penned two cookbooks 
— "Cooking with Nonna” and “Cook-
ing with Nonna: A Year of Italian Holi-
days” — and turned her website, 
CookingWithNonna.com, into a one-
stop bottega for Italian culture afi-
cionados. In addition to her books, 
Rago sells Nonna Romana kitchen gear 
and pastas, custom-designed apparel, 

imported beauty products and a bevy 
of Italian foods — a significant entre-
preneurial broadening of her growing 
brand.  

“I wanted to offer my American 
fans an even more authentic glimpse 
and taste of Italian culture. Many of 
the products I source cannot be found 
in America, so that in itself was a huge  
opportunity,” Rago says. “I realized 
that the recipes themselves could be 
supplemented by these other rich ele-
ments of Italian culture and ingenuity, 
and I began designing new lines with 
my own flare.” 

At press time, Mamma Angela was 
still stepping in to co-host the show 
while Nonna Romana safely sheltered 
at home during New York City’s coron-
avirus lockdown. But Rago says her 
platforms have seen a surge in viewer-
ship and sales as people learn to do 

more in their home kitchens.  
Rago is hopeful that she’ll soon be 

back in front of the camera with her 
original creative partner to inspire peo-
ple to whip up food that’s unapologeti-
cally both Italian and American. After 
all, Nonna Romana is the yin to Rago’s 
yang, the bread to her olive oil, the bis-
cotti to her morning shot of espresso.  

“Nonna Romana is my inspiration 
for most things if I’m being honest,” Rago 
says. “She is so resilient and smart. She 
came from Italy with little other than a 
good work ethic. I want to preserve her 
spirit and the spirit of her entire genera-
tion for the future.”

… continued from page 49 …

Rosella with Nonna Romana





 

 

Inserra ShopRite Supermarkets 
In New Jersey 

  

SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  BBaayyoonnnnee                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHaacckkeennssaacckk              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWaayynnee  
        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHoobbookkeenn                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  PPaalliissaaddeess  PPaarrkk                                    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  LLooddii  
    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  FFaaiirr  LLaawwnn                          SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWeesstt  MMiillffoorrdd                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  EEmmeerrssoonn  
        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  HHiillllssddaallee      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNoorrtthhvvaallee                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWaalllliinnggttoonn  
SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  CCoolluummbbiiaa  PPaarrkk    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  LLyynnddhhuurrsstt              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNeeww  MMiillffoorrdd  
  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  MMeettrroo  PPllaazzaa                      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWyycckkooffff                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  RRaammsseeyy  
              
  

In New York 
  

      SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  TTaallllmmaann                        SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  SSttoonnyy  PPooiinntt              SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  GGaarrnneerrvviillllee  
    SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  NNeeww  CCiittyy                                  SShhooppRRiittee  ooff  WWeesstt  NNyyaacckk  
  
  

YYoouurr  FFaammiillyy  OOwwnneedd  aanndd  OOppeerraatteedd  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  SSuuppeerrmmaarrkkeett  PPrroouuddllyy    
CCaarriinngg  ffoorr  aanndd  SSeerrvviinngg  OOuurr  CCoommmmuunniittiieess  ffoorr  OOvveerr  7755  YYeeaarrss  

  

    




